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| the Church of England. have 
lately made very great Complaints, 
of their being obliged to 
| the Sacrament of the Lord's 
per once in this Church, whenever they take 
| any Office, in the State, They have publickly 
the ws 3 
Iz the 13th of Charles II. Stat, 2d. Chap, alt. it.is 


+; es enacted, That no 1 — ſhall be 1 of, 
des into the Office of e of any City 
es: wa e n 8 by” or 
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quired are Unjuft, repugnant to the End for 
which this Sacrament was ordained, and pro- 
Auctiue of much Impiety i in thoſe by whom, in 

ſuch Caſes, it is -unworthily received. They 
have declared their Reſolutions of applying to 
the Legiſlature for Relief; and in order to do 
it with the greateſt weight, have held ſeveral 
numerous Aſſemblies of their Friends, in which 
Coftymittees were appointed to act on their be- 
half, towards procuring a Repeal of the Cor- 
poration and Teſt-Acts, and were ſent, in form, 
ts ſollieit the Miniſters of State on this account. 
And though, upon the Reports which theſe 
Committees made in the Years 173 2, and 1733, 
that! thoſe were not Bt: Times tor bringing the 
or vito any other se coneerning the Government Ar 


them that ſhall not have, within one Year next be- 
fore ſuch Election, taken the Sacrament of the Lord's- 


Supper, red to; the Rites of the Church of Eng- 


wr by. hs 2 my jy. Charks IL Chap. 2. it is enacted, 
That all and every Perſon or Perſons that ſhall be admit | 
tech into any Office or Offices, Citik or Military, ſhall re- 

e the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, according = 

Uſage of the Church of England, within three 
Months — his or their Admittance into or receivin 
their frid Authority or Employment, in ſome publick 
horch, — fone Eord's-Day, commonly called Sun- 
toattiftly after divine Service and Sermon. 


Matter 


(8) 
matter before the Parliament, the Diſſenters 
were prevailed upon to defer it; yet manyof them 
did this with great reluctance, and not with- 
out profeſſing that they were determined, very 
ſoon to purſue this point with all poſſible vi- 
gour. According to which Reſolutions, they 
have been ever ſince making fuch Applications 
as they judged would be moſt nn to 
their Cauſe. 

I this tate of ng it Canes ber bi right 
in any one who approves the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Church of England, to vindicate, as far as 
he can, thoſe Laws which contribute very much 
to its ſupport, from the Charges made upon 
them, and to ſhew that they are not only juſt, 
but expedient to be continued. This has indeed 
been done, ſome time ago, by an excellent Wri- 
ter, who fixed upon the true Principle for 
the defence of theſe Laws, and ſaid as much 

as was then neceffary to » maintain it. But as, 
ſince that time, ſome ; have” been 
made, and the eder Principle has with + great 


L 11 N 


* Dr. Sherbek; at- meg Lok yy of abril: 
his Vindication of the Corporation and Teſt-Acts. Lond A 
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(04) 
Sesli been treated as falſe; it may be not 
improper to offer ſome farther thoughts upon 
this ſubject. I purpoſe to do it in the follow- 
ing Papers; with regard to which, I have only 
to defire, that they may be read, as I write 
them, with hearty concern for the laſting dein 
ö 1 19 Welfare of our Countr7). 
I x order to vindicate the Laws which enjoin 
wn the Sacramental Teſt, the firſt ſtep muſt be to 
ZH clear them from. the charge of. Injuſtice, which Th? 
the Diſſenters make upon them, in very invi- * 
diouſly aggravating terms. They endeavour to 
make good this charge by alledging, that as 
Free · born Subjects, and well- affected to the Cir 
vil Government, they have a natural Right ww * 
1 capacity of ſerving their Country in all Publick d 
- Offices; which they might often.do to it's grenlt 
: advantage. But the Laws that oblige them, as 
a neceſſary condition of their holding Offices, 
to communicate with the Church of England, 
| do, without juſt reaſon, iutrench upon, and. in 
che caſe of many of them, quite deſeat this ca- | 
pacity of Offices to which they have a Right: ³ 
and therefore tlioſe Laws are unjuſt: This I | 
think 1 is the e * Uh" Diſſenter upon 


(5) 

this ſubject, in its: utmoſt force. u 'oppoſi- 
tion to which, I humbly conceive, 4 the Re- 
Riraining Condition thus put u pon their capa» 
City of Offices is juſt; ; in regard that if al Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters were capable of Holding pub- 
lick Offices, without the. Sacramental Teſt, or 
ſome other equivalent means of exchiding thoſe 
who are /o averſe to the Churct/ of England, 
as to think that Communion with Her i is un- 
lauful; the conſequence would be, that the E. 
Aabliſbinent of this Church, which is of great 
advantage to the State, would be endangered: 
and this danger would produce Animoſities 
and Conteſts among the People, whieti 
would be of very ill conſequence to the Safety 
or the Intereſt 'of the Stare: and therefore 
the Diſſenters capacity of Gffices is Juſtly re- 
trained, on a Principle generally. acknowledged 
to be true; to wit, that the Civil Rights of 
gubjects ouglit to be ſubmitted to and may he 
Aiminilbed for the Publick Ged. Thave given 
dur whole reaſoning thus in ſhorty- and without 


diſguiſe, that the reader may the better make 
a judgment of it; for in a matter of this con- 


1 * * 


e to. our e or indbed in any 
6 queſtion: | 


Froteſtant Diflenters. to a capacity 
| ices, . without ſome ſuch reftraint as the Sacra” 


(6) 
queſtion debated in publick, to raile « clouds of. 


duſt in order to cover a bad cauſe, is à Procee> 


dure unworthy of a man of probity, with whom 
no Motives ought to prevail above his regard 
for Truth and 'Right. But that the force of this 
argument; may be duly apprehended, it will be 
neceſſary to make, ſome. enlargement ne th e 

feveral particulars, it contains. 
_ For which, purpoſe, the firſt, point, to be 
2 18, Whether the admiſſion a, the 
of... Of 


Teſt, will not, in the natural courſe of 
things, endanger the preſent Efabliſhment of 
che Church. of Ez land 2; That the Presbyte- 
be, whe, of all. the, Sectaries come the, near- 


eſt to this Church in doctrine and diſci ipline, ; 
Huld yet dere the ſubverfion of her Eſta- 


bliſhment it; they had, power to effect it, Mr, 
Rupin 'Theyr as, who knew them, well, and 
tjudiced>agaiaſt-them, was _ 


And it mult indeed be evident, . 


eil 
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any one who conſiders the general difbofktions 
of the bulk of mankind, together with the 
hiſtory of our own nation. Men are naturally 
defirous that their own way of thinking ſhould 
prevail. They are wont to approve and favour 
perſons of the fame opinion with themſelves, in 
preference to others; eſpecially when they think, 
not onlythattheir own opinions and p adtices a are 
Fight, but that thoſe of their op nts' | 
Ful, and that therefore it will be for the Hear 
of God to hive the latter be fu pprefled, and 
their own be promoted. Inducematts df" this 
kind arc generally ſuffcient to put theft eh 
vhieavouring to Pede "ed own” riotlorls; Bit 
moſt of all, when any ſecular Advantage may 
be gained by fo doing; for then human paffforis, 
mixed and der eee With religious preterices, 
and thereby- appearing to "be"! juſtified; make 
them Frequent act with extracrdihasy che. 
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( 1 
n are ſo much the common 2 workings 
pw; human nature, that the Law⸗ givers in all 
States have thought themſelves obliged to guard 
19 n ſome de er againſt them, for fear of their 
bt producing ſuch enmities and conteſts among 
1 the Subjects, of: different Religions, as might 
i in the end diſturb the Publick. Accordingly, 


e it has been a Maxim 3 Br all, civilized AED 
1 eſtablit 


Has been 1429) , other Religion: orafetled, by. ſuch 
numbers of. the Subjects, as to be likely to riſe 
Into Competition with the, eſtabliſhed one, che 
Governors e always thought it fit that pub 
lick Offices of truſt and profit ſhould be con- 
fined,. as far das the circumſtanges of the State 
p world. allow, to the profeſſors. of the latter; 
in order to, give it ſuch a ſuperiority as er 
be requilite;to- preſerye the publick Peace. I 
i ered not giye,inf ances. of this conduct to Fig 
4 who are competently skilled in Hiſtory: they 

= uſt, know it has been generally uſed by 1 the 
waeſtand. ft- governed: Nations i in the world. 

e few Ihftances"indeed r may be given 
Aon Countries, in Which there: have inqt- been 
Aer dee excluding all Nen center 


« 7 
to the Eſtabliſhed Religion from Fraployriiltin 

in the State, or any Religious Teſts deſigned 
for that purpoſe ; but their Governors have been 
at liberty to give Offices to ſuch perſons when 
they ſhould think it proper, and have actually 
employed them upon ſome occaſions. The 
Diſſenters alledge, that this is the caſe in the 
' United-Provinces of the V etherlands,' and in 
ſome parts of Germany. But in anſwer to theſe 
inſtances. I muſt obſerve, that the political Con- 
ſtitutions of thoſe Countries are ſo different 
from that of England, that no juſt argument 
can be drawn, from their practice on ſome par- 
ticular occaſions, to prove what ought to be 
done among us. In thoſe Countries, no Offi- 
ces of truſt of profit, and much leſs any Seats 
in the Legiſlature, can be obtaitied by applica- 
tions to the People only, without the approba- 
tion of perſons in the Government. For even 
in Holland, the Burghers at large of the ſe- 
veral Towns, have no ſhare at all in the choice 
of Deputies to the States, nor of their own Ma- 
| e Senators, or other perſons'i in Employ- 


See Sir William: 7 3 Obſervations upon: the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, chap.” . 


95 C ments, 


thoſe caſes only, n 1 = e has been no ground 


DF 
ments, civil or military. The right of chuſing 


e at Pods of wilt of 


profit, lies either in the Senate of each Town, 
or in the provincial or general States, And a 
very great majority of theſe being Calvini ſti, 

have it in their power effectually to hinder 


Peres of any other Religion from cominę 


among them; ſo that they have u nge of any 
polttive Law, or any Religious Teſt to exclude 
them. And the like means of excluſion are 
Germany; in which the Princes being abſalute, 

have the Magiftracies, and every thing elſe at 
their own diſpoſal, if they think fat ; and there- 
fore they need:not fear having mare perſons than 
they. deſire in Publick Polls, of a Religion dif- 
ferent from the eſfabliſhed one. They want 
no ſtanding Laws to keep them out. And yet 
ir is farther obſervable, that, even in thoſe Coun- 
tries, the Non · conformiſts thus employed have 
generally been but few at 4 fine, they appear 
to have been taken rather out of neceſſity, or 


Particular convenience to the State, chan out of 


free choice, and they have been made uſe of in 


& "0D. 


| of 8 
to apprehend that the Religion ef the State 
would be endangered or affected by them: all 
which circumſtances plainly ſhew, that thoſe 
Nations which at any time have taken this courſe, 
have been as ſenſible as others of the natural 
diſpoſition men have to promote their own Re- 
gion, and that therefore due care ought to be 
taken, not to truſt much power in the hands 
of perſons ill affected to that * which is 
eſtabliſhed. 

Now, are the Diſſenters from the Church 
of England to be more ſafely truſted than any 
other men in any age or country of the world? 
Are they free from the common pailions and 
deſires of mankind ? Will they have no zeal 
for propagating their opinions in Religion, nor 
any concern for advancing their ſecular Intereſts? 
Will they never want to have a ſhare of thoſe 
Revenues and Privileges which the Church of 


England enjoys, excluſive of them? Will they 


never be uneaſy at being forced to contribute to 
the maintenance of the Clergy of that Church, 
which they think ſo exceptionable? Would they 
not, if they had power ſufficient, endeavour 
to put themſelves and their Religion upon a 


. more 


642) 
more advantageous foot? Perhaps ſome perſons 
among them, who know what their preſent In- 
tereſt requires, may ſmoothly profeſs that they 
ſhall not aim at any thing more than an Aboli- 
tion of the Feſt. But the bare profeſſions of 
Interefted Parties, cannot juſtly expect to have 
credit given them, in a point of great impor- 
tance to the Publick. There ought to be ſome- 
what better grounds, for making a judgment of 
what may probably be expected from the Diſ- 
ſenters, in caſe they ſhould be truſted with fo 
much power, as I ſhall hereafter ſhew that the 
Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt-Acts would 
let fall into their hands. And one of tlie beſt 
means to judge rightly what they would do 
for the future, is to conſider both what the 
Temper and Conduct of their Predeceſſors in 
the Separation, have all along been towards tlie 
Church of En gland; and how far the preſent 
Diſſenters appear to reſemble them for the like 
diſpoſitions and opportunities, will be apt to 
produce the like effects, in every age. Let us 
then take a ſhort and general view of the Con- 
duct ae en of b the . ſince their 
4E oc 10 _ Homily 1 is © iS} 7 firſt 
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firſt Separation from the ; Church, till the = 
ſent time. 4 
Tux firſt ohjeftion __ 95 the Puritans 
againſt! the Church, in the Reign of Queen E- 
lizabeth,' were chiefly on account of the Habits 
that were enjoined: to be uſed by the Clergy; 
and of the Ceremonies to be practiſed by them 
and the People in the Publick Worſhip, Theſe 
Habits and Ceremonies were in great meaſure 
the fame that are at preſent uſed in our Church: 
and were then retained by the Queen, not out 
of any ſuperſtitious: regard to them, (for ſhe 
expreſsly and publiclæly declared the contraty) 
but partly, in order to maintain a fit Decency 
in the Worthip' of God, and much more, out 
of a charitable deſire to keep as many as poſſi- 
ble of tlie middle and lower ſort of people in 
the Communion of the Church. The Queen 
well knew that they were very much taken with 
outward Forms, and Were 1averſe to have any 
great alterations made in that Religion which 
they had been uſed to. While, therefore, ſhe 
nid aſide all thoſe things that Were really ; un 
lawful, the thought- It would be (expedient. to 
kt the miniſtring Habits, anda"few'other" ſac 
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things, ind iſferent il their nature, continue to 
be uſed; becauſe theſe might contribute greatly 
to keep many of thoſe people in the Church, 
and thereby get time for their being better in- 
ſtructed, and fixed in her Communion, who if 
they had ſeen all the Fornis of Publick Wor- 
ſhip at once enticely changed, would, probably, 
have been fo much ſhocked and offended, that 
Rome: This deſign, and the ſueceſs of the 
Queen! in het proceedings, were plainly ac- 
knowldged-everrby Samer a PopiſhWriter®, 
Who ſays that * ſtie contributed very much to 
«the Firmneſs and Eſtabliſhment of her He- 
. Tefyy" by not leaving the affair [of the Refor- 
« mation] to: the humourfome management of 

c« the new” Clergy, * by Whoſe Goſpel· Liberty, 
< it had long Trice gone off into ſmoke; un- 
« Jeſs it had, by this human policy, been kept 
ae dag DE |” "As Thade: Were 
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(=) 
fuffieiently known to be the motives of the 
Queen's conduct, and as the things enjoined 
were really indifferent in. their own nature, it 
is wonderful that fo. much difficulty could be 
made about them. However, as ſome of thoſe 
who at firſt had ſcruples, were men of other- 
wiſe valuable characters, and peaceably diſpoſed; , 
the Queen was willing to connive at their Non- 
conformity, in hopes that Time would ſoften: 
and diſſolve their grou ndleſs prejudices. She 

not only bore, for ſeveral years, with their ir- | 
regularities of this kind, but permitted many 
of them to continue poſlefſed of their Benefices;. 
and even Dignities in the Church. But this: 
forbearance on her part was: far from having it's 
deſired effect. The Puritans grew more at- 
tached to their pri inciples, and more violent i in 
their conduct. They openly declared againſt 
all Impoſitions in Religion, though of things 
indifferent in their on nature, and enjoined by 
the higheſt Authority in Church and State. 
They reſolved not to be quiet, unleſs the Pub- 
lick Eſtabliſhment was altered, and their own 
favourite Platform. of Church- -Government. and | 
Diſcipline Was ſettled; in its room. They made 
N 


a ; _ 
no ſcruple to affirm publickly i in formal admo- 
nitions to the Parliament, that this ou aght.. to be 


done; 3 and when they found that applications 
of this kind would not gain their point with 


the Queen, who, for reaſons that will hereafter 
be mentioned, was ,not inclined to favour them, 
they reſolved to proceed i in other methods. They 
fell into all the popular ways they could con- 
triye, to recommend their own Scheme of Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, and make the Liturgy and 
Government. of the Church Eſtabliſhed, | odious 
in the Nation. Particularly, they treated the 
ne and Clergy, with h indecent and 


1 ” 
— 9 | 3 


Mr. Case igbr, in His public Lectures at a 
bridge, as Lady Margaret's Profeſſor, declared, That 


in the Church of England there was no lawful ordi- 
he nary Calling of Miniſters, nor any Miniſtry: ; That the 
4 Election of Miniſters-and Biſhops at this day was Ty- 


«* rannoug; and that Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, and 
«© Archdeacons, were but Offices and Names of f Impicty.” 5 


Strype's Dee of Archbiſhop Parker, pag. 412+: 


% Out Biſhops; ſaid others af the Put̃itans, are proud, 5 


8 popiſh, preſumptuous, paltry, peſtilent, and perni- 


«-cious Prelates; they are Uſurpets, they are cogging 
and cozening Knaves 3 the Biſhops: will lye like dogs. 


4 "They are Limbs, of Antichriſt, monſtrous ungodly 
ce Wretches, that to maintain "their own outrageous bro: 
«{ceedings, mingle Heaven and Earth zogelher- 'Strype's 


ow_— «ct | Life 
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opprobrious language. In the year 15 66, chey 


actually ſeparated from the Church, they ſoon 
after p put their on Diſcipline irito practice in 
thoſe parts of the Kingdom where their” influ- 
ence- was the greateſt, and in ſome of their 
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Tie of Archbiſbos Whitgift, g. wp Mare lasen 
of this kind — be Mr if it was LO to 
trouble the Reader with it. 


180 Strype's Life of Archbiſhnp Whingift ap 299, and 
32 SN nf 
+4 Speaking of their own” Diſcipline, which they call 
the Cauſe of God, they ſay, that if it come in by 
< that means which will make your hearts ate, blame 
« yourſelves; for it muſt prevail, malgre the malice of 
all that ſtand out againſt it, or ſuch a Judgment muſt 
6% overtake the Land; as ſhall cauſe the ears that hear 
« thereof to'tingle.” Strype's Life YO SP RES 
Sit pag. 333, 334. 
ns of them (Payne) in a Letter written to his f 
© It is more than time to regiſter the names of hs 
| 240% and hotteſt of the by brethren round about their ſe⸗ 
« — dwellings, whereby to put Suecanus s good co 
6“ ſel in execution, to wit, that if the Magiſtrate will 
<- not; then to erect᷑ it themſelves?” - F IP 
Another braggeth of an hundred thouſand Handi, 
« and wiſheth the = by with 1 bring in Reforma- 
tion; though it be by w the Divers Maye 
Ochers exhort their friends tc With , 
1 and to maſſucre t Matt's niere Let the Be- 
S vil and his Deputies the * What 1 
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Civil Government: itſclf, if it would not com- 
ply and g liſb their Scheme. Theſe factious 


Proceedings, were the true reaſons, as that wiſe 


1 n eee * e. W, „ 
52851 Obſerves, 
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time, mw us Yeu our pennyworth of than, 
& and not die in their debts.” Strype's Life of Arch- 


| "ot Whitgift, pag. 334. 


In his Letter to Mr. Critoy, in Burnet's Hiſt. Re 
form. pi 2. P. 388. he ſays of the Puritans, That 
« for a great While, when they inveighed againſt ſuch 
1. Abuſe in the Church as Pluralities, Non-Reſadence, 


“ and the like, their zeal ras not condemned, only their 


« violence was ſometimes cenſured. When they refuſed 


< the uk of ſore Ceremonies and Rites, as ſuperſtitious, 
. were tolerated with much connivance and gentle- 
ef Jes, When ghey called in queſtion the Superiority 
4. .of; ; and. pretended. to a Democracy in the 
«. bwch, theis Propafitions: were here conſidered, and 
re y; Writings debated and -difcuſfed;———But 
< now of late years, when there iſſued from them thoſe 
« that affirmed, the; Conſert gf the. Magiſtrate was not to 
4 -he;gttended x When under pretence of a Confeſlion, to 
Avoid fande and imputations, they combined thenr- 
« elves, by:t ad eee When 2 
e into that xi means: of dgfacing the Govern- 


 « ment of the Church: by. ridiculins Paſquils; when th 


e hegan to make many Subjects in doubt to take oaths, 
2 which is enerof the fundamental parts of Juſtice in 
this Land, and in "rn yan When they began both 
to — — witrengthiand Number their Parti 
©. Sant and Fofere and x uſe Comminations that their 


*: Canis would :preved * * and Violence ; 


08 then 
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obſerves, why oak Blfwah#h are Hör ii 
duct towards them, and uſed greater ſeverity 
than ſnie had done before. She ſaw that neither 


her legal Prerogative, nor the Peace of che King. 
dom could be preſerved, unleſs their turbulent 
ſpirit was reſtrained ; and ſhe was therefore ob- 


liged to Practice Ae 8 ee which. at firſt 
were no part of her intention: 8 
Tus fame reaſo Weld KH mes. 
the Firſt and King Charles the Firſt, to imitate 
her conduct. But the wrong Melitne; of thoſe 
two! Princes, as to Civil Government, having 
given the Puritans: who oppoſed he Court, 'th 
advantage of becc | 2 

to contend for the Liberties of the N ation, hs 
Party encreaſed ſo much in that N of 
x647, that at length, by #coutle of meaſur . 
ſometimes very artful,' and at a N Th 
-ultuous, they obtained, what they had been 
ſo long Wet the en of the Pre- 


ie 10 8 8 * : 
& then it 3 be 1 no were d, 
<« {cience, but mere Faction and Divi) And theres" 
ce fore, though the State were com to hold ſome-" 
4 what a harder hand to reſtrain them than before, Vet 8 

« it was. with as great eee as the Peace of: the". 

0 * State or Church would permit... 


D 2 * Rey 


. | 

lacy, Worſhip, and Diſcipline of the Church 
of England, and the exaltation of their own 
Presbyterian Scheme in their room. And how 
did they uſe their power when they had it? 
Did they ſuffer the Clergy to retain! their Bene- 
fices and Preferments ? or did they allow any 
Congregations, or. private Perſons, a liberty to 
worſhip God according to the Service of. the 
Church of England? On the contrary, -befides 
the attempts they made, by methods of ini- 
quitys' to blaſt the ae of md of the 


— - 1 +7 


Joke Are owe. and Cove dena 3 — 
1 ithful. Sons of the Church of 
5 1 at { could not comply; 5 and thoſe who re- 
fuſed, th, . only threw out of all their 
1 + Db ut generally ſequeſtered their 
15 ora, Eſta ates, i f they had had any ſuch, and 
1 ede ce Kal er r found. means, by. 
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By a joint Ordinance of the Lords and Common 

| Ea ns mn 30 it was provided; Fhat the Courant ſhould 
bests ken im all. places Thtoughout the Kingdom of Eng- 

lan an Dominion of M ules, by all above the age of 
eighiteen d: And that the 8 Parliament ſneould 

 Sutiminn all the Miniftersg! cauſe rbe Covenant to be ten- 
diered to them. PRO the Sufferings of the e, 

e Te. 
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Malignancy. Tchad Hi. of Engl. v 


( 21 „ ? 
the Civil or Military Power, to harraſs and op- 
preſs them. In like manner the Gentry, and 
others of the Laity, beſides the great hardſhips / 
many of them ſuffered in their temporal Con- 
cerns, were all prohibited to uſe, or cauſe to 
be uſed, even in Private, the Liturgy of the 
Church of England g. In caſe they did ſo; they | 
forfeited for 40 firſt offence, five pounds; for 
the ſecond, ten pounds; and for the third, W 


to ſuffer a year's impriſonment; Such' Nb | 
of different kinds were continued, till the Body” 


of the Nation, unable to bear them any longer, 18 
moſt gladly reſtored Kir ng Charles the Second ; Jo 
with whom the Church of Een, recovered 
her Rights. e 541 2 0 
Ar this time, we m esta ſuppoſe 
chat the ſpirits of the Diſſenters were much leſs 


| St ee and we are therefore not 


to Fortes if N were N mod to f 


. {v4 e mam nd 


an n Thar none cult 85 Os or 255 Gt 
their Armies, or in the Kingdom, but Juch as had 7a 8 

the Covenant”; nor even they themſelpes, if they w_ 
merly been im prifoned or ſequeſtred\ upon ? 


2. P 4 ol 
* + Scobel's Collect. f 21 &c. cap. 57. 4 N 
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And yet. there was a remarkable Incident in the 
Conference held for that purpoſe in the Savoy, 
which ſhews what a Diſpoſition. they ſtill, were 
in. With regard to this Church. The Commiſ- 
fianers, on her part, deſired them to propoſe 
what Amendments they thought neceſſary to 
be made in the Book, of Common-Prayer.; This 
Service. had been at firſt compoſed, in the Reign 
of Edward. the Sixth, by the united labours of 

a number of the malt. eminent Divines, of whom 
ſame, in the following Reign, were Martyrs, 
and others were Confeſſors in Exile, for the ſake 
of their. Religion. After feveral reviews, it had. 
been approved by the higheſt Authority in che 
N at home, and by Proteſtants of eminent 
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The celebrated eo ae in a. n bis Brother 


dated; April, 8, 164 5 Wat the Engliſh Litus, 
ce "x e acid th "ere Men. 5 
Le ce Rdition 


3 


1 e tutk ef the Chriſtian 
Religion, erk. obn Clarke, p. 33 1. where 
thore are ſeveral. pro Ar el which G 


* eee e n= 5 Archbiſhop e 
anheim 1 to Ar 
from e 1638, Ja, © * F.often, call bib oe 
« Fo 7 Tae an * Church; 3 that Rewerence. . 
* e r 2a 
: ar- 


miſſioners were diſpoſed to hear 1 examine 
the Alterations they ſhould offer: but inflead of 


propoſing any particulars, they thought fit to 
throw aſide the whole Liturgy at onde, as hardly 
poſſible to be corredted ®, or rendered uſeful, 

and gave in a new one, drawn up entirely by 
Mr. Baxter. There needs no great penetration, 
to diſcover from what Spirit ſach a' piece of be- 
haviour flowed, and how it might f probably ex- 
ert itſelf at more favourable opportunities. And 
can we then wonder, that tlie Church Was ſbme⸗ | 
what afraid to 21 herſelf RO to > Men of wo 


i: 


erscht of: „ BATON Re — 
i the like to which you will: hardly. find elſewhere.” 
. Ded. part 3. Dub. Euang- 

Mr. Gaches, whom Dr. Calamy in his Abridgment of 
Mr. Baxter's Life, pag. 568. ſtiles a famous Preacher at 
Charenton, ſpeaking of the Liturgy of the Chüfch of 
England, ſays, I have vendita g tine ago and ods 
« reonderfully edified by it.“ Dorel of be Government = 
and War, 6 of the Reformed Oburches, ond, 16620 P. 66. 
In which book are many other Teſtinonies G——_— 
Divines to the ſame purpoſe. 

* Mr. Pierce, _— 1 indication of ble Die | 
24 Edit. Lond. 17 22 5. fays, “ That 

e I was diſliked by hey 
1 „ee an hey ey thought it en _ to 1 erp 3 
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624) 
* character, by taking them into her Eftabliſh- 
ment ? Indeed, the Presbyterians were the leſs 
ſollicitous about being received, becauſe they 


were encouraged by promiſes. from the Court, 
that they ſhould. be taken care of, and have fa- 


vour ſhewed chem, if they continued in a Body, 
and formed an Intereſt ſeparate from the Church · 
The deſign of the Court i in applying thus to 

them, Was really, that by keeping them up, as 
a Set of People who were likely to be tolerated, 
they might. gain at. the fame time, a Toleration 
for che Papiſto, |: about whom the King and the 
Duke of N ork were concerned.  Whe- 


Wo 


"ther the Presbyterians in general ſuſpected this 
deſign, I will not poſitively affirm, though ſome 
of. them have mot ſcrupled to acknowledge it *, 


ts chere is "wy... Ken to. think that 
10 17 SL Se "el Be 6422 EL. raden l : by their | 
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Mr. Pie, »in- o "tis! Findication *. hs Difenters 
psd, favs, That the deſpiſed Presbyterians were 
2 7 „Nag. 1 fupid, as not plainiy to perceive at what, King 
| 04s driuing. If this Was true, is it not v 
Rrange They-:thowld) cultivate an Intereſt at Cout, 10 
much as even Dr. Calamy allows they did? who in his 
Letter to Archdeacon. Echard, Lond. 1718. pag. 7 1, 
Th theſe; words, . That the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
Fx both: ven and aferwands Gepended on a Courr- Inte- 
£ vg, more than they had ar lt ground n I be⸗ 
$6 eve to be very true, m 07 ant} 00 


(25) 
their views of being ſupported, and continuing 
ſeparate from the Church, were much more a- 
greeable to the Chiefs of the Diſſenters, than 
the making any conſiderable advances on their 
part, in order to be taken into her Communion. 

Tris appears by their conduct, with regard 


do the Endeavours uſed not long afterwards, by 


ſome perſons of eminence and diſtinguiſhed mo. 
deration in our Church, to bring them into it. 
In 1668, Lord-Keeper Bridgman, Lord-Chief- 
Juſtice Hale, and two or three Divines at their 
requeſt, had Conferences for this purpoſe with 
ſome leading Presbyterians ; but found them {6 
| backward to make any reaſonable advances, orad- 
here to thoſe that they ſeemed to make, that they 
grew weary of treating with them. Dr. Cala- 
my in his Letter to Archdeacon Echard, p. 75: 
ſeems unwilling to believe the truth of an ac- 
count given to this purpoſe in his Hiſtory of 
England, vol. 3. P. 237. but he does not ven- 
ture to contradict it, and his caution was juſt 3 
for it might have been ſupported by a poſitive 
declaration made by Dr. Burton, who had 
ee a Vindication of the Rights of Eiekfafical Au. 
thority, by UT: D. D. Lond. ts 2 
SP nw og ba] ATT, Tow aloe Deen 
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hai Chaplain to the Lord-Keeper, and was one 
of the perſons employed by him in this Nego- 
tiation. And this may be thought very proba- 
ble to have been the real Diſpoſition of the Preſ- 
byterians at that time, if we conſider the account 

which Dr. Calamy himſelf has given of them, 
in his Abridgment of the Life of Baxzer, p. 598. 
where he ſays, that about the year 1672, “ /o 
ce ill à ſpirit was got among ſome of them, 
« who but juſt before were in a ſuffering con- 
« dition, that many were much offended at 
« Mr. Baxter's preaching for Union, and a- 
« gainſt Diviſion, or unneceſſary withdrawing 
« from each other, and unwarrantable narrow- 
ing of the Church of Chriſt.” We ſee that 
the Diſſenters could hardly bear with even thoſe 


6. among themſelves, who were for counſels of 


and endeavoured to make them leſs a- 
verſe: to the Church of England > from whence 
we may conclude, that they were in no fit tem- 
per for a Treaty with her. Accordingly, in 

“the year 1681, when a Bill of Comprehen- 
ee ens offered by the Epiſcopal Party in 

the Houſe of Commons, by which the Preſ- 
44 1 an would have. been taken into che 


n 350 ce Church, 19 
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« Church,” we are told by a Writer of thoſe 
times, that to the amazement of all people, 
their Party did not ſeem concerned to pro- 
« mote it; on the contrary, they neglected it. 
« And that this increaſed the Jealouſy, as if 
they hoped they were ſo near carrying all be- 
« fore them, that they aa pied a m. 
ce fron. 8 
Tas truth is, the Diſſenters were, about this 
time, much exalted in their hopes, by obſerving 
what a change had happened in the temper of 
the Nation, to the diſadvantage of the Biſhops 
and the Clergy. The Biſhops had made them- 
ſelves very unpopular, by adhering to the Court, 
in ſome points of importance then in agitation; 
which though they might do with a good con- 
ſcience, as thinking the meaſures of the other 
party were too violent and dangerous, to be for 
the true Intereſt of the Nation, yet ſo great 
Was the ferment which had been raiſed by the 
Popiſh Plot, that many were highly offended with 
them, and with the Clergy in general, for act- 
ing as they did, and not falling into the warm- 
eſt meaſures of oppoſition to the Court. Not a 
os! even of the Church, were alienated from 


oi; 1-09 vom 


© xt 


628) 
them in their affections on that account. And 
of this the Diſſenters were ſo much diſpoſed to 
make an advantage, that as we are informed by 
the Hiſtorian laſt mentioned *, who was never 
violent againſt them, « They beliaved themſelves 
« very indecently: for though, ſays he, many 
of the moſt moderate Clergy were trying if 
ce advantage might be taken from the ill ſtate 
« wwe were in, to heal thoſe Breaches that were 
among us, they, on their part, fell ſeverely 
© upon the Body of the Clergy.” And pre- 
ſently afterwards he adds, That the Preſs being 
« open, became very licentious, both againſt the 
tc Court and the Clergy. | And in this the Mon- 
. conform iſte had % great 2 hand, that the 
-« Biſhops and Clergy apprehending that a Re- 
e gellion, and with it the pulling the Church to 
cc pieces, was Gefigned, ſet themſelves, on the 
ce other hand, to write againſt the late Times, 
-« and to draw a parallel between the preſent 
e Times and them.“ He is ſo impartial, in- 
-deed, as to acknowledge that this parallel was 
not decently enough managed, by thoſe who 
eee ** * on the behalf of the 


Clergy; 
* Burnet's Eile of his own Times, Vol. I. p. 461. 


6259 
Clergy; he means, I fuppoſe, that the Writers 
on that fide reproached the Diſſenters too ſe- 
verely, with their former treatment of the 
Crown and the Church: but as Sccaſion was 
given to theſe reproaches, by freſh provocations 
of the fame kind, we cannot think it ftrange, 
that they were made with ſome ſeverity; But, 
however that miglit be, the Reader will per- 
ceive that this conduct, on the part of the Dil. 
ſenters, did not look like a deſign of ever com- 
ing into the Church, but rather, of purſuing 
the ſame courſe they had taken before, to ruin 
her Eſtabliſhment, and raiſe" one of, their own 
in its ſtead. 

Ax D to OY it is e ich W be 
not a little encouraged by what they ſaw done 
at that time in Scotland. About the year 1697, 
by Biſhop Leighton, and others of moderate Prin- 
ciples in that Church, wherein Epiſcopacy was 
then the Eſtabliſned Government, had been en- 
deavouring earneſtly. to promote an-Accommo- 
dation between the Church and the Presbyte- 
rian Party. To which end, they were willing 
to deſiſt from fame Neid of os and 

05 10 Jaan 
N . * „ Burner's „ Hiſtory f by 0WN 2 vol I. p. 290, — 
297. 
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Juriſdiction over the Clergy, which had been 
always claimed as the certain Rights of the E- 
piſcopal Order, and were really warranted by 
the practice, of the Church in it's three firſt 
ages. Biſhop Leighton entreated the Presbyte- 
rians, that conſidering the unhappy effects of 
Schiſm, and the Moderation of the Church in 
making ſuch advances, they would not be want- 

ing on their part to accept theſe terms, which 
hes might do with honour, as well as juſtice, 
and fo reſtore an Union exceedingly neceſſary for 


the intereſt of Religion. But they were quite 
unmoved by all that he could ſay. They hoped, 

that by keeping their own Party united, theß 
ſhould, at ſome time or other, oblige the Civil 
Government to come in with them. 80 inſtead 
of making any ſteps on their ſide, towards an 

agreement, they endeavoured: to keep up the 
ſpirits of their people, in expectation that at a 
proper juncture, they might work their way 
over the head of the Church. And indeed, at 
the Revolution in 1688, this happened as they 
expected. By their falling in with it, while 
the Scoriſh Biſhops, and many of the Clergy 
flood o out 22 it, ne W TE was ee 


to 
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to the Abolition of Epiſcopal Government, 
and the Eſtabliſhment of the Presbyterian in 
that Kingdom. And when the Gentlemen of 
this perſuaſion had once the power in their 
hands, they treated the poor Epiſcopal Clergy 
in the like, and even a worſe manner, than they 
had before been uſed in England, when the 
ce prevailed there. Biſhop Burnes 
tells us“, e that in the Weſt of Scotland they 
te generally broke in upon the Epiſcopal Clergy 
< with great inſolence, and much cruelty : they 
« carried them about the Pariſhes in a mock 
« Proceſſion : they tore | their Gowns, | and 
« drove them from their Churches and Houſes : 
« Nor did they treat thoſe of them who had aþ- 
i peared very Sealouſly againff Popery, with 
« any diffinftion.” And whoever will read five 
FTracts written at that time, concerning the ſtate 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy, and an anſwer to them 
by Mr. Rule, may from them, and even from ſome 
conceſſions made by the latter, find reaſon to 
chink that Biſhop Bur urnet did not exceed the 
truth in ae | Stet, alk. ite. 
0 DY 715200 L'46 38013 ei TON 0 15 Wy 


*. + £$ x 


(5 32 by 

- In the other two: Kingdoms, the Revolution 
did not produce. ſo great effects, to the advan- 
tage of the Diſſonters. But as the ſucceſs of 
their friends in Scotland, and the hopes. they 
themſelves, entertained from King William, gave 
them high. ſpirits, ſo where-ever they had any 
opportunity, they, ſhewed ſufficienti what they 
would be at, if they had power in their hands. 
In ſome parts of Ireland, the Presbyterians, 
being very numerous, uſed their Wealth and 
Intereſt as far as. they could, to bear hard 
| upon their Neighbours of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, in the way of Trade, and in other 
reſpects, that ſo they might be obliged, for 
their own ſecu rity, to leave her Commu- 
nion. Of this the Biſhop of Derry, in his 
ſecond Admonition to the Diſſenters of his Di- 
ocele *, publickly complained. . « Some of your 
cc Teachers, ſays he, P. 1 20. fem to; be, of 
| « as perſecuting a ſpirit as 8 the Papiſts, and 
; « have ſo far influenced the moſt zealous of 
0 their, Hearers, that they already perſecute, as 

« far as they have power, thoſe that diſſent 
rut Lene them 85 ae that as I obſerved be- 
Nel ; n cc fore, 
Dn Mat 13. 265 4 "4 Printed at © London. 1696. 
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x N ſome that are heartily deſirous 10 come 
&« zo Church, dare not, for fear of being un- 
“done by their Neighbours.” And that this ac- 
count. was not aggravated, but that theſe Op- 
preſſions were continued, has appeared fince 


very plainly, by a Repreſentation from the 
Houſe of Lords of Ireland to Queen Anne, of 


which the ſubſtance was as follows: That the 
Diſſenters had oppoſed and perſecuted the Con- 
formiſts, in thoſe parts where their power pre- 
vailed, had invaded their Congregations, and 
| propagated their Schiſm in places where it had 
not the leaſt footing formerly ;— That they re- 
fuſed to take Conforming Apprentices, and con- 
fined Trade among themſelves, excluſive of the 
Conformiſts ; That in their illegal Aſſemblies, 
they had proſecuted and cenſured their People 
for being married according to Law ; That they 
had thrown publick and ſcandalous reflections 
upon the Epiſcopal Order, and upon our Laws, 
particularly the Sacramental Teſt; and had 
miſapplied the Royal Bounty of 1 200 J. per 
ann. in propagating their Schiſm, and under- 
mining the Church; and had executed an il- 
legal SEPT 2 in their Preabyteries and Sy- 


i” i "nods, 
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nods, &c. We ſee here what a Spirit they 
ſhewed, and what uſe they made of their Power, 
as far as it would go. 

Tux v had leſs encouragement to do any 
ching of this kind in England, becau ſe the Bo- 
dy of the Nation was heartily diſpoſed to ſup- 
port the Church. But the Diflenters preſuming. 
more perhaps than they had reaſon, upon their 
intereſt in King William, and hoping that the 
weight of the Court might go far in their behalf, 
did ſoon make ſome publick ſteps: which ſhewed 
what. their views were even in this, Kingdom. 

; Sir Humphrey Edwin, who Was Lord-Mayor of 
| London | in 1698, thought fit to. go, with the 
Enfigns c of his Magiſtracy, to a Diſſenting Meet- 
ing. When t us. Was complained of, by ſome 
Writers on the hide of, the Church, the Diſſen- 
ters anſwered in N a manner as ſhewed 

plainly how far, they carried; their | pretenfions. 

One who wrote on their behalf ſame time aker 
| this a Fair, was Mr, FamesPierce, whom I quote 
the rather, becauſe he declares in the Preface of 
his Book *, * 175 it had given good ſatisfation 
Tr: ll 6 2 3, W Aids * (Wes en 
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liſhed.in Latin, and that it was the gegen 
opinion of his friends, that the putting it into 
PF might be of ſervice: fo that this Au- 
thor may be juſtly conſidered as one who may 
let us know the general Diſpoſition of the Diſ- 
ſenters towards the Church of England. Now 
he, ſpeaking of this action of Sir Humphry Ed. 

win, p. 276. of the firſt part of his Vindica- 
tion, has theſe words: “ If the Laws permit 
ce the Lord - Mayor to frequent our Aſſemblies, 
« why might not he carry thoſe Enſigns [of his 1 
« Magiſtracy] with him? One would * 
« think the Church looks pen thoſe Fine 
« Things as her Property, or ſuppoſes they have 
4 been hallowed by ſome Biſhop, and ſo were 
4 profaned by being carried into any Place of 
u Worſhip not firſt conſecrated by one of that 
e Order.” a This Gentleman muſt have known, 
that the Church of England does not look upon 
thoſe Enfigns, of Magiſtracy as hallowed, nor 
pretends any: other claim to them, than as ſhe 
is the Church eſtabliſhed by Law; which may 
juſtly entitle h her to ſome degrees of reſpect, Not 
claimable b by Diſſenting Congregations; which 
are a Tolerited, But this — it ſeems, 
1 Was 


{ 36 4 
was not thought of any weight by our author; 
for P. 278, he affirms, that ©« the Religion of 
« the Diſſenters is as truly eftabliſhed as that of 
the Church of England.” And again in the 
ſame place, I acknowledge, ſays he, that the 
Church of England was formerly the only 
Religion Eſtabliſbed by Law; but when the 

old ſevere Laws againſt us were repealed, and 

«2 new one was enacted, that left every one 

« to his own judgment i in the choice of his Re- 

6 ligion; how can our Religion be faid not to 

« be eſtabliſhed ?” And he is not contented' to | 

have raiſed their Sect into an Eſtabliſhment, 

and thereby into a Competition with the Church 

of England, but he goes on to infult thoſe of 
her 1 who might be unealy on that 

account. Oh Men of 1/-ae/ / fays he, come 

4 jn from all Quarters; and help the Diſtreſſed, 
ol « whoſe ſorrowful caſe is, fince the firſt farting 
= of the Controverſy, | become much worſe; 
= « for ever ſince the two Kingdoms were united, . 
« the Presbyterian has been an Eſtabliſhed and 
cc ley Yn Religion in Great-Britazn, i in the 

4 fame ſenſe in which the Epiſcopal one is ſo; 
4 Any; i in x forme _ it 15 more Eftabli iſhed . 
115 8 A . 
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« "a Epiſcopal, in as much as the Beis pol 
% may be altered by Parliament, whereas the 
“ Presbyterian in Scotland Kaas according 
6 to the Articles of the Union. And not 
thinking it enough to ſay that our Eſtabliſhment 

may be altered, he in other places makes no 
ſcruple to declare that it augbt to be altered. 
9 Generality of. the Engliſh Presbyterians, 
ſays he, p. 204, as far as I can judge, dont 
« differ much from them, [the Presbyterians 
who took the 00 enant in 1643. ]“ wiſhing 
cc the reſent very corrupt. Form of 'Prelacy 
cc . were, abi ſhed, and the, true ancient Epiſco- 
<« pacy were reſtored,” And unleſs + this and 
ſome other things, be done, he declares againſt 
ay Union or Ke T modation with;the Church 
of England. Let all our Brethren, Jays he, 

60 P. 285, through the whole World, be judges, 
« whether we have not good reaſon utterly to- 
0e farſake the Tents of theſe Men, and keep at 
&, the greateſt diſtauce from their Communion.” 
Aſter Wisch He ad ds in the ſame” Page, the fol- 
lowing. words; „ We have all along deſued 
0 - Peace, and will ſtill moſt cheerfully embrace 
60. Ih . ſoap. 400 | the; LE Can . 
1 0 705 Lc ee 5 ' which 
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ce which now obſtruct it are removed. But if 
« no alteration. can be made in the Terms, 
e phere'fs an end of i} hope N ond 
0 Concord. t ALT 
Ms. Nabe here clares that the notions 

the Presbyterians now, are the ame with welt 
of their Predeceſſors in 764 5: and indeed, i 
we were not ſufficiently informed of it, by one 
who was ſo well acquainted with the general 
Sentiments of their Party, 'v we might have rea- 
fon'to'think {0, fromm bſerving v it paitis have 
i i ately taken by ſeveral of our chief Dif 1 
ters, to write the Lives, and celeb tate the Me- 
mories of ſome of the moſt notell Men i in n thoſe 
Times: - Pr. Calamy has done this 
in his Abridgment of the Life of Mr. Britz, 
and in others of his Works, „in which he extols 
not only Mr. e woo? en more of the 
an = + Barn 
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Declar⸗ Beef nieder 83 
of * was ſaid by the excellent — about Mr. 
Calvin the great 72 of the Presbyterian . 
% um f er Pax erit niſi omnes in Gene. 

Kist 450 0 Ritus, & Rigorem... franſeant.” 
f 1 inter Grot. Oper. Ton Tp 425 
Y Calvin, there will be no Peace, 1 | 
over to — Doctrines, the Rites, and the Stiffneſs of t. 
People of Geneva. 3 
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Non-conformiſts, as ſo venerable for their Piety 
and other good, qualities, that they were Mar 
* of whom the World was not worthy. The 
like e encomiums have been made upon Dr. Man- 
rom who preached at Cromwell's Inaugi 
and. + recommended. his Highneſs to the Bleſ- 
ling of God; upon Dr. Owen, who was a pan- 
ticular F avourite. of the Protector s; and upon 
7 divers other Worthies of that a age. And lately 
Mr. Neal has publiſhed a Work to vindicate : 
oY adorn the Characters of thoſe more antient 
Puritans, who made the firſt 1 in 
the Church 1 in the Reign of Queen lizabeth,. 
and of thoſe who. continued bang 19 5 ed 

that time to the great, Rebellion | 1% [7 


BA e fd Mot, eker, Tur H. 
A dee ne af Tho Þrits ad o non 


| In the 3d Vol, of this Hiſtory; 1 is carried on 
"Fi de DN of King Charles . che Author hath” not 


ſcrupled to _ that 4 Royal Armynoas Witte bettorithan 
. e 75 of Banditti or. Publicky Saua 5 e wa 
Want of. ay, which that unfortunate Erin 
able to give them, his Troops” might « 
upon Acts of Violence, in Toll to ſubſiſt — 
But even admitting this, ſurely fach re 7 not fit 
tobe given to an Army Commiſſioned rf a or = in 
2 


dich moſt of the 687, Fan W f Fuel 
Relations in Service. 8 2 1 
18 


_ 
LL 10 N ow. What": can with reaſon be concluded 
from all theſe proceedings, but that the Diſ- 
ſenters of the preſent age, have much the ſame 
Principles, and Diſpoſitions 1 towards the Church, 
with thoſe their fo greatly admired Predeceſſors; 
and would in a proper conjuncture of affairs, 
by likely to take the ſame meaſures againſt. her? 
The only material and avowed change of Prin- 
ciples that I can find to have been among them, bl 
ems to be With regard to the Toleration of 
thoſe whom they think to be erroneous in Re- 
gion: In that point, indeed, they no longer 
adhere to the rigid notions of the ancient Sec- 
taries. They have made ſome publick and full 
declarations for general Liberty of Judgment 
and Profeſſion, for mutual F orbearance and 
Chiitian, Benevolence. But are thefe Declara- 
tions to be underſtood as importing Security. to 
the Church of England in her preſent State, 
duppoſing that they had Power ſufficient to alter 
1 Not at all. "Mr, Pierce in his Anſwer to 
Dean ere x no | looger ago than the year 
EOS ene 
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S 
of a Corporation and of Ads, by Fames Pierce, Lond. 
1718. P. 29. | 


| Ko) 
1718, very frankly acquaints us, that if w 
think fo, we are much miſtaken.” The Deal, 
ſays he, asks, (Habe any of- the Diſſenters 
«, declared that they are fon maintaining" the 
« Ghurch-as:by Law ERavl ſhed?” Towhich 
. he' anfwers, (It would be very range tf they 
&« ſhould, Cam they diſlile Jo many ibings ar the 
do in tbe Church, and yet le againſt altering 
« them From hende it is plain, that he- 
fore this Sb and thoſe of his mind, 
would, be content that our Eſtabliſſiment ſhould 
be maintained, thenel rein) Tumtos r on 
RAe. 3 "oF CA: 115 30 DOH 28 
Ad much withbulike purpoſe: bh 
more lately the ſentiments of another: Writer'on 
the. ſame. fide*; who, after he has obſerved} in 
decent expreſſiatis, That nee, 
&, Iamd hath already dævoured mana | 
« {el ; that ſurely it ouſt be an uinconſetorihle 
ith danch that can be contented wird ne 
« Jeſß than the whole 3 ant that»thivimayicc-" 
« cafigna drngramocfuririegprobelilorgatuger ; 
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« us, Met the Diſſenters are abſolutely con- 

e tent, III. Ber arms are opened a little wider, 
4 to leave her in poſſeſſion of every Emolu- 
ment W to her as Mother Church. 
Kt is certainly kind in the Diſſenters to leave the 
Church, for any time at all, in quiet poſſeſſion 
of what ſhe. has. But Bom much wider muſt 
be arms be opened in order to receive them? 

The meaſt ure of ada to r 

is not quite proper to be mentioned at preſetit. 
The only farther Explanation he gives of this 


point, is in p. 30. where having told us, . that 
e the Body of the Diſſenters are friends to an 


cc Eſtabliſhment, and would be ſo even to our 
<. Eſtabliſhment, provided our Foundations 
be eee larger, and ſome. | proper altera- 
ade,” he adds, for our comf Ort, 

wou d not in the leaſt 


<<. more: precarious or was: rollt whence 


Wet may collect, that the Toemporalities of the 


Church being to remain as they are, her Doc- | 


tiine, ot her Polity, or both; are to be affected 
| by theſe alterations. Probably: her 


rti les mu [ia 
| 1 VVV * 


au 
be. reformed,” and her methods of Ordination, 
Inſtitution, and, Juriſdiction muſt be changed 
to! ſatisfy, this Author and his Adherents:+ But 
has he the Conſeiences of the Diſſenters at his 
diſpoſal? does he know that all, or a majority; 
or any conſiderable! part of them, will be ſatis- 
fied with his Scheme of Alterations? Hav the 
Deputies from their ſeveral Meetings entirely a- 
greed among themſelves what Alterations they 
would have? I hardly believe they have gone 
ſo far yet, or will do it very oon. But ſup- 
pole this was done ; are the Governors and 
Members of the Church of England to have 
n ſatisfaction given to them he theſe Altera-! 
re: night to he made? Might not ſome of 
them. be repugnant o diſparaging to i ; 
Might not others break f in upon An 1 Conſti⸗ } 
tutions, which They think of Apoſtolical, or 
vine Authority, and therefore not to be given 
ben any Demands P I believe there would be 
alt as many in this Church, and among f 
Rs perſons; of eminent character for: Piety and 
Learning, who would take offence at ſuch altera. f 
5 ions as there would be o f the Dull n 5 
W * N Wied 


( 44) 
tnfrert wick them. And what then wouks the 
Church be really the better for opening her arms 
to teceive theſe new Friends 2 or how would 

_ their Admiſſion conduce to the maintenance of 
Harmony and Peace among her Members? 

One ed of it indeed would be, that a num- 

ber of perſons of this Author's Principles might 

get ite dne BfaBHAmeRt and partake of thoſe 

Hendurs and Revenues for which they expreſs 

ſo kind à concern: But would the Eftabliſh- 

ment be evef the firmer, or ever the more uſe 
ſub to the State on this account Let any one 

conſitler what was the caſe of the Church E- 

ſtabliſtied in 1641, when ſo many perſons diſ- 

1 offeBted te zer Phlity; were within her arms? 

it Did they not make uſe of their Situatio | 
. teeſe their Equals, and pull down "their Soe. 

r to diſturb and newy- 

I model tlie whàle Coiuſtitution of the Church? 

il and: did not their Attempts and Sueceſs in this 
1 way produce a deplorable State of Conſuſion? 

I ſhall hereaſter have occaſion to mention ſome- 
what of this Rind: In the mean time, Tthink, 
that fiom wut has been ſaid, and the paſſages 
K eee of late, as well as 

Doric) 8 of 
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of - former times; L we A 
tllat thy N nde ue ole e L 


ment pd vil Chat tonne as. # is bit 
wulds if they Bag f bee Hal WARP} 
Wande, of 7 fach 2 45 * they th — Pes il : 
Which is in fe, the” fame” as 0 to: 1 y, 
ue idee they Aenre tl any gulf b e 40 5 
ſtablilhineht bp Ronburs aud 7d Ye dba 
that theſe Tthould be anne 5 to / cb D e, 
and ſuch a Polit only as they a roue : And un- 
til this 8 be Abe, they in 0 Ake det, "but 
will always be en dae 0 brit qo 0 pak 
Wi might indeed; 48 Fr 35 - 
hach ime reaſon to corichide this, if We. an 
| conficered"the d tb el MA 1 
to profirote 09 18 gate the own n ins | 
Religion! 28 to obtain as my ſhare 4 ey 
can of Secular Adbantages Along 1 7 
| But w Hen te this proufil G po ent, js. add added 
the ere e Hüve n RE 2 Gourh 
G Years,” of che Spie BR Tetbger If the 
s 7 rds the ee rev Jeu his 
: they” ge erer ow; of Contimugnice 
| Mk Fane Re er bj clebrating the me- 
mee of "their Predeck fler 8 in the EPAr 580, 
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and avowing e 0 their en. 3 wWe have, I 
An n e 9 8 0 * as much eyidence | 
well GEES 5 1 10 N r ofthis, Na- 
TEE an 57 as-may juſtify our acting, as there 
egal fon, upon t. 1 Thi $ then, is. the firſt 
51 propoled to they. 7 7 Tt That the Body | 
72 be, Diflenters would defre, ele Sebnem 
5 12 1 relent 1 ee the 1 Li 
if the ey, ba 9 44 eck A g.. 
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to tis Country: He may have charity for his 
neighbours, and be diſpoſed to hve in peace 
with them; in a word, he may perform all the 
Social Duties, as well as another Man who is 
Kigbe in his Belief. Mr. Veal has declared 
| Himſelf as to this matter in very full terms. 
% An Heretich, ſays he, or a Non: confotmiſt 
_ * to the Eſtabliſhed Religion, may be a moſt 
< loyal and dutiful Subject, and deſerve the 
< Higheft Preferment his Prince ean beſtow*.” 
I cannot go fo far as this Author in his compli- 
ment to Hereticks ; but Tthink it indeed evident 
that they may be as peaceable and even loyal 
Subjects to a Civil Government, as the Preſ- 
| byterians, or other Proteſtant Diſſenters: And 
therefore upon the General Principle which 
theſe latter make the ground of theit Chim, the 
Anti- trinitarians, even cho they ſhould openly | 
profeſs themſelves ſuch, and ſeparate from "the — 
Church, yet ought to have an equally free Ca. 
pacity of Offices in the State. The Reader 
Will fee that what hath been ſaid" Concerning 
Theſe, is to be A to all forts of bn 


ou . „ 


bs yp of the Puritans) val 3. p. CORY . 
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however erroneous they are in Religion, pro- 
vided they be well: affected te the State. And, 
perhaps, he may think that Others beſides Chri- 
fans, have allo a right to be included in this 
Application; in regard that it is both poſſible 
and likely that they may be good Subjects : 
to the Civil Government. Mr. Chandler has 
declar d, He does not apprehend that 
the hon of any particular Religion, as 
4 it ſtands contradiftinguiſhed from the Law of 
Nature, is, in the nature of things, neceſſary 
«, to the Safety and good Order of Government, 
ct. which may be ſupported by a due regard to 
the practice of the moral Duties, and by a 
e proper care in the Civil Magiſtrate to enforce 

6 the Obſervation of them, in all; who art ſub⸗ 
« ject to their Authority and Government; 
„which will be ſufficiently. ſupported by ſuch 
a regard to moral Duties notwithſtanding the 
« greateſt Diverſity of, Opinions in other things, 
0 even though the Community ſhould. conſiſt 
% 15 ome. en nn. and re 
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C briſtians. In this paſſage, if I under- 
ſtand it rightly, the Author's Meaning ſeems 


to be, that. As, perſons, of the Religions here 
mentioned acknoy led « the Being and ;Proyt- 
dence of GN. with the moral 119 from 


eee 


is dy an eig. "Now. if fey — true, 
then in purſuance of che general principle laid 


down . by;the Piflenters, in behalf of, 4% gub⸗ 
jos well; afferted to the Civil Government, it 
muſt alloy, that ..Fxee-born, Eugliſbmen al. 
though they ſhould, openly. profeſs themſelves 
Deifts; yet, gught not to, have their Civil Rights 
at All. abridgedl on that aggount;; by lan) Teſt, 
or other means, but ought to be allowed to be 
as. freely capable a as, Chriſtian. Subjects, of Offices 
in the State. Which. Doctrine; if, it be good, 
| will probably, encourage.,a, number. of Perſons 
co offer their, Service: to the Publick, vnc 
| not. conſcientiouſly do. It, at preſent., ., { 03 330 1 
* 3 Bor. ſuppoſing this inn wol Oftces ſhould 
be,refirained to reer only, Vet if me S 
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by ſome of their Friends 4 Or if this 
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det how fumetous ul tlie Sectaries or Heteticks 

_ profeſſing this Religion, are at prefent, or may 
be hefeafier, they will appear to be a Body juſtly 
formidable to che Church of ENgLand. For 
though they differ among Tenn in many 


reſpects, and might de ill enough inclined to 
cach vther; incaſe they were > Competitors for 


thy Advantage, per wille there is nothing 
of that ſort to ſet them at variance, they will 


ptobably agree in being Enemies to the Eſta- 
bliſhment öf the Church, and in endeavouring 


to (weaker And ſubvert it: becauſe in its Sub- 
verſion; they may all hope to fintl their feve- | 
ral Advantages, in one way or another. If 

they cannot all expect to gain fuch an ERabliſh- 
men for themſelves as the Church bas it preſent, 
yet they may all hope to have ſome Allowances 
from tlie State for their ſeveral Teachers, ac- 
cording to a Scheme that is ſaid to be formed 
point ſhould 
ptoye465 hard to be gained, they may; at leaf, 
hope to be celievei fromthat unjuff Burnübs, 
0 che Bunker and many others account it, of 


pain to a Efabliſhed Miniſtry, and may rea- 


Tonably — to increnſ very much their ſeveral 
Seckts, 


( 53 ) 

Belts, when there ſhall not be a regular Body 
to oppoſe them. Theſe, and other Motives of 
the like nature, did, in fact, engage the diffe- 
rent Sectaries in 164-1, to act in cloſe Concert 
and Union | together for demoliſhing the Church 
of England. Not only the Presbyterians, who 
hoped to be Efabliſhed in the room of the 
Church, but the Independants and the Ana- 
baptiſts, the Enthuſiaſts who were for the Fifth 
| Monarchy, and others of that turn, who knew 
not what they were for, yet all heartily agreed 
c in declaring, before God, with up-lifted hands 
ce that they would Extirpate the Epiſcopal Go- 
4 yernment by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, . Deans, 
cc co Chapters, and all the Officers: dependant 
upon them; which accordingly, oy a 
pin aſſiſtance was brought to paſs. MES 
THEN indeed; after a little time, thels's Sos | 
Am to quarrel among themſelves; and the 
Presbyterians, who came neareſt to obtain an 
Wa imc moſt bitterly Wi e the In- 
ries, with 525 Schiſm, their it Principle and 
their Hypocriſy, as what produced inſupport- 
able Diſorders. Mr. Edwards, an eminent Preſ- 


dy terian, 


(534) 
Wedian made and publiſhed a Collection of 
Examples to this purpoſe, and added his own 
Cenſure of the perſons concerned, in the fol- 
lowing terms: "4 Fhere never was a more Hy- 
« poeritical, Falſe, Diſſembling, Cunning Ges 


« nerätion in Eu land than many of the Glan 
« dees of our date They encourage, 


4 protect, and cry up bor 2 Sons of Be- 
l and the wits of bn, ee 
Gangrina, part 3, Þu 240 And again, 
P. 87. Tea, lays he, when e n. e 
6 Pumuſtueus, Libellons, | Scoflmg; Wicked, 
4% Lying, Scammalous Reports; Books, and Prae- 
6 tices, * have, berm queſtioned, there is no- 
cc in: them mouths:but Perſecution.” Mr. 
Neal hbs thought fit in bis third Vol. of the 
Hiſfory of Purgtam, p. 370, to ſpeak Nightly 
of ch author, & and of our CHurch- Writers, 
<« for reportitig the State of Religion in thoſe 
1 Times fromm his Writings.” Let wsithen have 
reteurſe te the noted Miri Boxrer, whom! Mr. 

e eee eee 
| SGonrtT Ui codr:ettidn(? mache d of INE 
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« Did we ever-think, ſays Mr. Baxter *, when 
<« we were reproached by the enemies, as ha- 
ing our Party compoſed of Anabaptiſts, and 
<« Separatiſts, that ſo many of them would have 
« proved ſo much worſe? - ñs it this: that 
Sh our eyes muſt behold inſtead of our ſo mueh 
« deſired and hoped for Reformation? -Oh what 
4 heart is ſo hard in any true Chriſtian 's breaſt, 
that doth not rend and relent to think of the 
doleful caſe of Euglam ] How many thou- 


* ſand Profeſſors of Religion are quite ruinetl 


e in; their Souls, and turned into Monſters, ra- 
ec ther nine Saints! And in the fame Book, 
P. 147. „ What ſhall. I tell you, ſays he, of all 
1 thoſe ce Pamphilets againſt Ordinances, 
„ and for the Mortality af the Soul, and-thiat 
„iche Soul is God himſelt, and againſt tft 
Truth of the Scripture, and dowinriglit Na- 
e miliſa, pad Libertinifng:and-Paganifo— 
L cannpt hut 'think-how/\Meneriedant a- 
« :gainſt Mr. Eduards his Gangriens at firſt as 
py if her had:{poken-nothing but Lyes, uni now 
« abey , have wache ie wich u . 
9th an Hail dc yer dic, bog e 
I 1 lis Plain 20757 K 3 3 5 0 
— &c. p. 149. 4to, London 1656. 
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eplus. Such was the Woggusge of the Pref. 
kg mom concerning the Sectaries of thoſe times. 
Om the other hand, They were not wanting 
to reproach the Presbyterians with equal Bitter- 
neſs. The Independants fay, « The Mational 
« Covenant is a double-faced Covenant, the 
e greateſt Makebate and Snare, that ever the 
« Devil, and the Clergy his Agents, caſt in 
c among honeſt men in our age.” Edwards's 
Gangr. part 3. P. 220. © The Presbyterian 
( Government is Anti- chriſtian, Tyrannical, 
e Lordly, Cruel, a worſe Bondage than under 
et. Prelates, a Bondage under Task-maſters, as 

e the Mraelites in Eg t. Gangr. part 3. 
b. 221. The Aſſembly is Anti- chriſtian, Ro- 
«' miſh, Bloody, the Plagues and Peſts of the 
« Kingdom.” Gangr. part 3. p. 230. Aﬀer 
ſo much Diſcord, one would have hardly thought 
it poſſible for them to have united any more: 

but upon the Reſtoration, all theſe Differences 
were ſoon forgotten, and they ated amicably 
in Concert again, to carry on their Work of 
oppoſing the Church of England: They do ſo 
at preſent, and while they have ſuch an Adver- 
We before 4 it is e they always will. 
a $1 vowed...  AnD 


(Cad, 
Ax theſe their united efforts againſt; the 
Chunch, will be likely to have the greater Suc- 
ceſs, in regard that the Diſſenters may gain 
ſuch" an Intereſt in the Corporate and other 
Burghs, which ſend Members to the Parliament, 
as may give thema weight in the Legiſlature, 
much more than in ftri&- proportion to their 
Numbers and their Wealth. Both theſe indeed, 
according to their own accounts, are very con 
ſiderable. A late Writer on theint il ſays, 
The Number of the Proteſtant: DillEnters; by 
whom he ſoems to mean only the Diſſenters of | 
the three denominations) C is at the/loweſt'cal- 
e culatipo:muchabove'706;000; andtheirWealth 
in Landi! Hr. amounts to i near Fifteen Mil- 
licks”: Lfaneythis perſon uſed Mulzifling Glen 
in his computation of their Strength: But whatever 
it be, it is undoubtedly a circumſtance of great 
advantage, towards the exerting it with effect, 
which / ariother of theit Writers has obſerved, _ 
and I believe with truth, to wit T, % That the 
112 Dissenter Dem: for the moſt: Park engaged 
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« in the Trade of the Kingdom, both as Mer- 
4 chants and Manufacturers, muſt neceſſarily 
e create a great dependance upon them.” The 


fame quantity of Wealth engaged in Trade, is, 
without all queſtion, nuch more powerful than 


when veſted in Land; both becauſe of the more 
frequent returns of it into the hands of the Pro- 
prietors, and of the many opportunities it af- 
fords of ſetting People to work, aſſiſting lower 
N Tradeſmen with Goods upon Credit, and taking 
olf their Mamifactures. On theſe accounts tlie 
Diſſenters have certainly a great advantage 
Wards forming an Intereſt i in the — &f 
Which mati confiſt chiefly of Men in Buſimeſs, 
he may he. eafily laid under Obligations by 
the mans I have mentioned. To trade mo 
. vi them, as the Diſſenters are known to FA 
one with another, and to give them Credit a 
dwhile in their dealings; may ſometimes be 
t to no fall ſum of ready Money, 


at yet may be done with eaſe by thoſe who 
have: large 8 Sums always Paffing through their 
"oh RS * 45 ma ee a a nu uber of 


. 
— 
k 


Pros may . 
their 


car 
their own friends into thoſe Poſts. And it is 
well known, that by being in the Government 
of Corporations, by having the Diſpoſal of their 
Reyenyes, which in ſome of them are very con- 
ſiderable, by conferring their Offices of Truſt 
and Profit, with their other Franchiſes and Pri- 
vileges, a very great Intereft. may be formed 
towards getting Members into Parliament. This 
Intereſt may be of no {mall weight, even in 


Elections for ſome! of the Counties; but in ma- 


ny Burroughs, it is ſo powerful, chat hardly any 
other natural Intereſt of a Mb 
aden to qual 1 Krogh al lang 

IN DEE D, it is We all FHP ham: NG: þ 
Tote which the Gentry had in the Burroughs 
has been diminiſhed within forty years paſt. 
By their having been under the gonſtant ur- 
den of a heavy Land- Tax all the laſt War, their 
Eſtates are greatly impaired and encumbered ; 
O that they have nat been able te ſpand ſo much 
Money as has been neceflary for Elections againſt 
thoſe, who paying little or nothing to the Pub- 
lick, and getting vaſt Eſtates by; the, Funds, or 


vt . 


by Trade, have been in a condition, to hear what 
Frpenpeß hey plealeSin order he in Pagliar 
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ment. But the, Gaſe Will be Kill worley ifi the 
Diſſenters ſhall be able to bring themſelves into 
the Government of Corporations, and thereby 
turn all the Power they derive from thence like- 
wiſe agaiuſt he. Gentry. In that eaſe how diffi- 
cult will it be for the latter to procure themſelves 
Seats in the Houſe of Commons? And unleſs 
they do this, how hard will it be for tem to ſuc- 
cœedd in their pretenſions to any Places of Honour | 
and Profit? 1 believe, indeed; tft the Crown, 
and thoſe of it's Miniſters hel underſtand it's 
true Intereſt, will always beiſpoſed;/if other 
things are equal, to favour the Gentlemen of 
Ancien, Families wile brave Anceſtors Have 
preſerved the Conſtitution. It is very hard they 
ſhould; as in a eourſe of years too many of them 
probably will; fink down into the; duſt, by tlie 
continual/ Diſadvantages under which they la> 
bour. To ſuffer this, as far as it can be? hin- 
dered, would be Nong in Policy, becauſe the 
Heads and other Branches of Ancient F ny f 
will have Spirits agreeable to their Genetou | 
Blood, and if they be under perpetual Piel 
the Publick at g muſt be Very much in- 
mgm by it” N if They be Pk by 
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into Offices of Truſt and Profit, they may from 
thence not only be made eaſier in their For- 
tunes, but may moſt effectually ſerve the 
Government, by the Credit which an ancient 
and noble Family reflects upon the Poſt it! falls: 
And they are in Mumber much more than enow 
to afford a very copious .cloice of perſons to 
ſerve the Publick in thoſe Roſts that are fit fos 
them. As on the other hand, for thoſe: Place 
that are moſt proper for perſons. in the way of 
Trade and Buſineßs, there are alſo great num- 
bers of reputable Merchants, and others, of the 
Chur ch of England, entirely wellaffected to 
the preſent Settlement, out of whom the Crown 
may be abundantly ſupplied with proper Offi- 
gene * Helieve, the Miniſters of State, by the 
s applications, made to them on ſuch 
accounts, know. this. to be true: which, by the 
way, proves that there is uo want of the Dif 
enters, nor 89 expediency of omplojing them 
On that acegunt, 10. : MIQORA 203 di Frei 
Bu whether it be aeg to 4 them, 
or not, will any one who knows the preſent 
ſtate of things, imagine that they will not get 
in Places, if by. me! means 2 ave mentioned, 
_ E 4. ps they 


a 

they can get themſelves into Parliament. Let 
us only ſuppoſe a good number of them in the 
Houſe of Commons, and that they prove. ac 
tive, conſtantly attendant, well united, able 
de and not uneaſy in their private For · 
tunes. What will they not think they have a 
right to claim ? what may they n not combine to 
gain? what may they not ſucceed in? | Some 
perſons who have been for the bohlen of the 
"Teſt; have profeſſed to chink that it could have 
no other effect than to occaſion the admiſſion 
of the Diſſenters into Offices of the Inferior 
Lind. I ſuppoſe they meant ſuch Offices as a 
Writer for che Diffenters “ ſpecifies, i laying 

that They are as willing and able as F a to 
«ſerve in the Commiſſions of Taxes] Peace, 
c and Lieutenancy, in tlie Bench of Aldermen 
c And Aſſiſtants“ But chis ſame Writer is by 
by no means contented with Poſts of this kind. 
He puts in his Claim to a Share of all, even the 
Higheſt in the Kingdom: for he adds, 4c That 
( eee l _ ha —_— ſerve in che Judi- | 
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c cature, and Offices of State, or in Commands 


at Sea or Land.“ And ſoon after, he inti- 


mates * that it would not be to the diſhonour 
« of the Government, to have a Difſenting 
« General, or a Diſſenting Stateſman : as to 
which, I doubt not but moſt of his Friends 


are of his opinion. And will it be impoſſible. 


they ſhould gain ſuch” Poss Have we 
not had Examples in our Hiſtory, of Men of 
Intereſt in Parliament, who have raiſed them- 


| ſelves into Offices of that kind, without any 


real Favour from the Crown? Was not this 'the 
caſe of Mr. Sr. John, of Lord Say, and of 
others i in the Reign of | Charles the Firſt? was 


it not the caſe of the + Earl of Shafteshury in 
the Reign of Charles the Second) and has it not 


been the cafe of many others fince thoſe times? 


And whenever the Diffenters ſhould obtain any 


of the Chief Poſts, would not the Intereſt and 


Strength of their Party be proportionably! i in- 
ald not they be preferred to all the 


creafed ? w 
under Places of Truſt, Profit, or Influence, in 


| the hn M — , 
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at, with fo much more Dignity and Weight? 
would not the Members, and eſpecially the Mi- 
niſters, of the Eſtabliſned Church, be propor- 
tionably diſcountenanced and diſcouraged? and 
muſt not theſe circumſtances undermine and 


ut. PAY the ground of. our, Gaben. 
ment? 14 oe 47 iT $7.54 SF Pf 
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11 has been epreſectted as 110 1 to gas 
1 that the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
England, ſhould ever come to be ſubverted by 

the Diſſenters; becauſe this muſt ſuppoſe them 
to gain the hole Legiſlature, the King, and 

the Lords, as well as the Commons. But the 
Reader will hardly fail to reflect, that the very 
ame ching which is ow, talked of, as; % im. 
pradticable, has een actually done in this King- 
dom, not a hundred years ago; and done by 
the Power of thoſe Diſſenters, who a. ſhort time 
before, had; af little gppearonce of being able 
to; prevail upon, the whole Legiſlature, as their 
Succeſſors have at, preſent. - The circur 


now in favour of the latter, are not iche 
quite the ſame as they: were then; hut they are 
ol great weight: and I believe it will be allowed 
that the Houſe of, Commons at  peckent, is s not 
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of leſs moment in the Balance of the Conſtitu- 
tion, than it was at that time; nor are critical 
Conjunctures in our national affairs, leſs likely 
to happen, when there is a Pretender. to. he 
Throne of theſe. Kingdoms; when France is 
much more formidable to Us than it was at that 


time, and when, if but Two Lives ſhould chance 


to fall, That Crown would arrive to a degree 
of Power, which hardly any thing i in Europe 
would be capable of reſiſti ting. But even with- 
out taking this laſt caſe into our view, let any 
man of judgment. but think on the poſture our 


| affairs may poſſibly be in, both abroad and at 
home, in the courle. of events for thirty « or forty 
years to come: Let him ſuppoſe that upon the 


Repeal. of the Corporation, and Teſt- Acts 5 the 
Diſſenters ſhould gain either a Majority, or eyen 
a. Party « of conſiderahle weight 1 in the! Houſe of 


Commons ; and when we conſider the Gentle- 
men of Vorth-Britaing, this will not appear to 


JL wt a 


be very unlikely: let him | 


t the con- 


currence of this Party may be 2 to grant 


Supplies, when they are more than ordinarily 


wanted, in times of any publick Hazard or diſ- 
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the Church of Envland, , may be unattentive or 
diſunited, While che Diſſenting Party is vigilant, 
active, and reſolute in puſhing any points to the 
diſadvantage of the Church. T heſe were really 
theUrcumftances in 1641 *; * they! may poſlibly, 
and even not im probably, upon the Repeal of 
the Corporation and Teſt-Acts, be the fame 
again : and ſuppoſing they ſhould be, will any 
one ſay that the Church Eftabliſhed would be 
in no danger ? I will leave this point, without 
farther enlargement, to the impartial Reader, 
who, I doubt not, muſt clearly ſee, that in ſuch 

circumſtances, the Ffabliſhrnent of the Church 
* would be made to ſhake to it's very foundations: "1 
And without ſuch extraordinary aid and ſuj up- 
port, from the Crown, or the Houſe of Peers, 
as perhaps it will be difficult for either of them 
to give, muſt be borne u pon, fink, and at t length 
be overthrown. © 3 

Now would fuch a ſtate of things be for the 
rue Inteteſt of the Nation? would i it be defire- 
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* 1 4 "os Gharkes the F 1 time, 3 Falkland 
was wont to fay, that They who hated the. Biſhops, hated 
 themi*orſe than the Devil; and that they who" loved them, 


dil not love them ſo well as their Dinner. Clarend, Hi,. 
vo, book 3, p. 276. 
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all either to have no E/ftabliſhment, or one of 
a Presbyterian. or Independant Form ? A late 
Writer *, who ſtiled himſelf a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, has let us know it is his 
opinion, that from Nature, or the Reaſon of 
things, it is difficult to ſhew that the Clergy 
have any right to be maintained by the Laity; 
or at leaſt, he thinks it wrong + hat: any one 
ſhould be obliged to ſupport a Parochial Paſtor, 
whom he never reſorts to; which opinion viſi- 
bly allows no right in the Magiſtrate to provide, 
at the general Charge of his Subject, for their 
general Inſtruction, by perſons whom he appoints ; 
or in other words, repreſents it as anjuſt to make 
a Publick Eftabliſhment of any Religion." But 
this Gentleman has the misfortune to differ 
from the wiſeſt and beſt men in every age and 
country of the world, of whoſe ſentiments and 
practice we have any account. By ſeriouſly 
conſidering the general ſtate and diſpoſitions of 

Mankind, they found a neceſſity of having a 


competent number of perſons, in every nation, 


"I, Animadoer fans on 4 0 Prelate 5 Rema rks, ” 8 
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peculiarly appointed for the ſtudy and MERA 
ſtrations of Religion; that ſo they might be fit 
to inculcate it on others, and preſerve an influ- 
ence on the minds of the People, that might 
anſwer the ends of Civil Government. One 
might eaſily ſhew with what care and regard 
ſuch inſtitutions were made, and kept up, in 
all the moſt celebrated Nations of Antiquity; 
and how much they contributed to the Publick 
Welfare. But I will not ſpend time in doing 
this; becauſe the Expediency, and even Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch Eſtabliſhments of Religion, is a 
thing ſo evident in itſelf, to thoſe who know 
Mankind, that it has been confeſſed by ſeveral 
Politicians, who were certainly not . prejudiced 
in favour of the Clergy of our on, or of any 

other Country. Mr. Harrington, Mr. Ne- 
vil +, me even || Oliver Cm: declared 
their c that there ought to be in every 
State, a eee e dar f ln Lead 
8 * a hong Mas bog), vt 
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Axpo if chere muſt be ſome Efabliſoman 
of i Religion, it is as certain that one in the E- 
Piſcopal way, is both more agreeable to the | 
Practice of the Primitive Chriſtian Church, 
and more ſuitable N Civil Conſtitution of 


this Realm, than any Te: Model could 
be. 


"OF p 155 former of „ 8 one may 1 
eaſily ſatisfied, by conſulting the Writings of 


. me Fathers, and others, in the three firſt Cen- 


turies after our Saviour. In ſome of theſe, 

written. ſoon after the beginning of the ſecond 
age, and in others that followed them all along 
downwards, there are paſſages very expreſs to 
ſhew that They believed the Order of Biſhops, 

as ſuperior to that of Presbyters to have been 
inſtituted by the Apoſtles themſelves, and that 
accordingly, they /aid a great Preſs upon it. 
The Epiſtles of St. Ignatius in particular, have 
been often quoted to this purpoſe, and proved 
to be genuine, with a force of evidence which 
our Diſſenters are unwilling to admit, but un- 
able to conteſt with any ſhew of reaſon. Theſe 

Gentlemen indeed have affected to Sight the 
Authority of the Fathers, in this point and 
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others. One of their Chiefs * 1 not very long 
805 went ſo far as to ſay, that W are pro- 
« perly the Fathers, who ſtand on their ſhoul- 
« ders, and have the advantage of ſeeing far- 
2 ther ! in ſeveral reſpects than they did.” But 
men of Judgment and impartiality, will hardly 
allow that Dr. Manton, and his friends the 
Diſſenting Divines, do guite fo well deſerve the 
Title of Fathers, as thoſe Venerable Perſons in 
Antiquity, of whom, ſome were acquainted 
with the Apoſtles themſelves, others lived. in 
the age immediately following, all paſſed their 
lives in great dangers or hardſhips for the fake 
of their Religion, and ſeveral atteſted it's Truth 
with their Blood. It is not conceivable that i in 
a matter of fact, fo plain and publick in it's 
nature, and which ſo many perſons might be 
intereſted to examine, as that of Church-Go- 
vernment, the immediate, or very near Succeſ- 
ſors of the Apoſtles, ſhould be ſo deceived, as not 
to know whether Epiſcopacy was of Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution, and of great importance to be retained 


in the Church, or not. And if they could not 
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but bi W informed in this 0 it is 
| yet leſs conceivable that thoſe, who laid down 
their Lives for the Chriſtian Cauſe, ſhould be 
willing 70 impoſe upon Poſterity in a matter ſo 
important, in which if they did not ſay the 
Truth, ſo many perſons living when their works 
were publiſhed, muſt have been able to con- 
tradict them. Had we no other grounds but 
theſe, for. our adherence to Epiſcopacy as of 

Apoſtolical Inſtitution, they would be ſufficient. 
Bor even from the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves, there : are no ſmall proofs to be drawn for 
this ſame point. In the Epiſtles of St. Paul to 
Timothy and Titus, Directions are given them 
with reference to their Ordaining perſons for 
the ſervice of the Church, and correcting them 
by Admonition or other Cenſures, as occaſions 
might require. From the nature of which 
Powers we may plainly ſee, that the perſons 
who were inveſted with them, were not upon 

the foot of Common Presbyters, and much leſs 
upon that of our Church-wardens and Veſtry- 

es as the 1 of the * Independent. al big 
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* Numb. L. 50h. 2. p. FO « In the Epiſtle to Titus, 
« who it ſeems was another Biſhop, he 1 is directed to ſet 
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has, with ſcorn, repreſented. Titus to have been; 
but that they were of an Order, to which thoſe 
who. were under their Juriſdiction could not 
then pretend to he, though otherwiſe they were 
commiſſioned to the general Adminiſtrations of 
the Goſpel. The Difſenters alledge, that the - 
Title of Biſhop is applied i in the Scripture to 
ſuch perſons : as we call mere Presbyters now: 
and we grant that that word was then uſed in 
a larger ſenſe than it is at preſent. But ought 
any one to conclude that therefore all thoſe per- 
ſons to whom that word Was applied, muſt 
needs have been equal i in every reſpect? The 
fame word Baron is now. applied t to Burgef: 8 

| F ie f 


a ” 


« n order the things that: were wanting; en a 
mung Us, of Church ardens and Kefiry-mnen.”)! ' 
* thewing this Contempt of a Perſon, — to PA | 
Higheſt ſtandipg Office in the Church by the Apoſtles them. 
febves, it is no wonder that the fame: Author gives ſuch 
"= ig 2 as. he does to the Modern Clergy. 1 
y ut-in another place, indeed, he makes no  ſeruple of 
treating the Generality of Mankind with as much difre- 
ſpe&-7as be does: the Clergy.. YO Pots he. 
that by converſing with Mankind, he had found t 
"66 they generally conſiſt of two forts, Learned Pate, 
* and 959 Parrots; to the firſt whereof, Abſur- 
'ee _dity is the peculiar Privilege; and to the latter, Jgno- 
ite 9— Such a mixture of Humility and 'Good-man- 
ners is not eaſily to be matched. 


_ Ja. 
of the Cinque-Ports, to Judges in the Exche- 
quer, and to Peers of the Realm; and muſt 
we therefore conclude that theſe are all equal 
in rank and dignity? If not, why ſhould we 
think that all perſons to whom the word Biſhop 
18 applied i in Scripture, muſt have been ſo equal? 
And yet this is the main argument alledged by 
the Diſſenters for it; when on the other hand 
there are viſible raarks of a Suf periority of Order 
and Power, both in Timothy, and Titus, and 
the Ang els of the Churches i in the Revelation *, | 
over all "ha Members of their reſpective Clinrches 
. IT is a vain evaſion which is uſed. by. the 
Diſſenters, in ſaying that Timothy, Titus, 
and others, were Church-Officers of an extra- 
ordinary kind, which was not deſigned to be 
continued in the Church: for of this, no proof 
can be drawn from the Holy Scriptures ; and 
on the contrary, we find that the ancient Wri- 
ters ſpeak of them as of Biſhops of the like Or. 
der and Power with thoſe who. 7 ueceeded them 
in the ſame Sees; and They were "evidently of 
the /ame Kind with the Biſbops in the: other. 
parts of the Church, Who Were rhen univer- 
ns vs "Oo i, an iii. De ALES 4 nh + INE "» 
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Ally el to be ſuperior to Predbyters and 
of whom, in that Quality, ſays Grotiug *, „ 0 we 
« have Catalogues in in Trenæut, , So- 
ee crates, Theodoret,. and others. Nov not to 
« give credit to ſuch great Authors, in a mat- 


« ter of; hiſtory, one got have an, irreverent 
&« and obſtinate mind.” | Accordingly, that ve- 
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ry excellent perſon, whole. candour and Jud g 
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perfiiaded the Remonſtrants, i in Holland, 5 about 


he 8 c year, 1645 5 5 « to appoint ſome Biſhops | 
© among them, 979 that FRE. ſhould receive 


. « the 1 © of hands fro iro m the 8 Arch- 
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DE Triperio Summarum RF WERE p Wes. 
FCC 
Fab Etclefid damnatus eft,. quod diceret Presbyterum, ab E- 
*piſcopo nulla differentia diſcerni debere. Iyſe Hiero- 
4 Hunt gu ferifferat, nihil intereſt inter Epiſdopum 
a Presbyterum,. reſpondit, hoc fatis imperite; In portu, 
| ar cir, naufragium Wm, —Tertium hoc' fit, Epiſ- 
. m initium habitiſſe 2 temporibus. Te, eſtan 
tur, bbc; Catalogs Epiſcoporum, a enæum, tut 


< bium, Socratem, Theodoretum, ate fue alias Gus om- 


Wes mrpant ob Apoſtolicd State. Tantis autem Auc- = 


Ao taribus fm dergare, in Re Hiſtorica, non g, wifi ir- 
reverentis & pertinacis Animi. 3 

+. See the Teſtimonies concerning Hugo Gretius in 
Le Clerc's Edition of Grotius on the Chriſtian Religion, 
tranſlated 1 Dr. hy Clarke, p. 331. 
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ce biſhop, who was chere at that time, and that 
« when they were To ordained, they ſhould? af- 


5 
ce. terwards ordain other Paſtors.” F rom whence 


it appears, what the ſentiments * of Grotius 
were, about the Expedieney at leaſt, of havin 
in that Church a a Regular Succeſſive es, 
through the hands of Biſhops. eee 

THE like or greater concern about It, we 
e in choſe pious. Conkeſſors of Chriſt, wing 


* 
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00 Me. Samuel OY in 1 Fond Tredtiſe Un 8 
Notes of the: Church, p. 38. has been pleaſed to affirth, 
that ©. the Miſhon Bilhops and | Prelates is in She 
3 Trifling Circumſtance, of little or 15 importante.” 4 
one might ſhew that the ancient Writers of the C 
whoſe ment in Pang may ſurely weigh. 
Mr. e 'S, EX 3 emſe 3 oy ih ain 
it. I beg leave to recommend to this Gentleman conf- 
deration the following paſſage of Saint Qyprian, whoſe 
Abilities. no one eyer queſtioned, and whole Integrity was 
approved by his laying down his Life for the fake of the 
Goſpel.— Having obſerved in his 33d Epiſtle, (Edit.Oxom) 
that our bleſſed Saviour in making the Settlement of his 
Church, ſaid to Peter,. Upon this Rock I will build my 
- Church; &c. he goes on thus, Jnde per Temporum & 
1555 Succeſſionum Vices, Epiſcoporum Ordinatio & Eccle- 
*« ſie Ratio decurrit ; ut Eccliſia ſuper Epiſcopos conftitu- 
% atyr & omnis Actus Eccleſiæ per eoſdem Prezpoſitos 
e gubernetur. Cum hoc itaque Divina Lege fundatum 
e ſit, miror San Audaci temeritate, . mibi 4 
ce be 8 
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Proteſiants of Bohemia Fe who were apprehen- , 
five that Ordinations in which Presbyters, and 
not a B 31/hep, ſhould create another Presby- 
zer, would. not be lawful, and were in doubt 
how they ſhould be able to maintain ſuch an 
Ordination, either to others, when they oppoſed, 

or to their own People, when they queſtioned 
it; and therefore they ſent Deputies to the Re- 
mains of the ancient Waldenſes, upon the 
Confines of Moravia and Auſtria, by whoſe 
Biſhops theſe Deputies were conſecrated to the 
"Epiſcopal Office, which = Nog have ever ſince 
tranſmitted to their Succeſſors. 
Ax b if ſome other Foreign Ch ha do got 
90 ſo far as this, but are willing to defend the 
Validity of their on Presbyterian Ordinations, 
they however, in doing it, lay no fmall ſtreſs 
upon ibe Weceſſty they: were under of taking 
this courſe, when they firſt made the Reforma- 
tion, U chink, 2 2 Mr. 2 an emi- 
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2 * e in + > Wo Ne ang E . Sec. 59. in n Du- 
Tel of the Government of the \Refarmed. Churches, &c. 

12.13, 

+ This Tranſlation was made from the French . 

el, by Dr. Peter du Moulin, and is to be ſeen in Bu- 

rel's Government of Foreign Churches, p. 1 22, 


I 77 0 

nent Proteſtant Divine in France, in the year 
1660, © That not any of my brethren will con- 
« demm me, if I fay, that well-ordered. Epiſco- 
« pacy hath moſt important and conſiderable 
ec utilities, which cannot be found in the Preſ- 
o« byterian Diſcipline. If we have followed the 
« laſt, it is not for any averſion we have againſt 
« the former : But it is becauſe /Veceſ/ty 

« hath obliged 1s to it; becauſe Reformation 
« having been begun in this Kingdom by the 
« People, and by the inferior Church-men, the. 
« places of Biſhops remained filled with men of 
« a contrary Religion, ſo that we were con- 

q frrained to content ourſelves with Miniſters 

« and Elders as well as, we could. —If Biſhops 
ee had embraced the Reformation at firſt, I make 
« no doubt but that their Order had been main- 
* tained! in the Eccleſiaftical Polity.” Mr. Le 
 Moyne *, another Proteſtant Divine in France, 
ſays, © Truly, T believe not, that it is poſſible 
4 to keep either Peace or Order in your Church, 
4 [of England) without preſerving the Ep i/copal 
1 2 1 1 LO that I Fee 


* Durel H the Government of the Reſar mea Cburcbes, 
P: 127. 2 | 
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« « by kar Spirit they, are ted, thatroppoſe that 
Government, and cry it down with ſuch vio- 
« lence.” This ſame perſon having obſerved *, 8 
cc that the Biſhops had been concerned in * 
« Reformation in England, and that in our 
60 Churches there were Lectures and Praiſes of 
& the pure Truth, adds, that This ought to 
40 oblige all good Men not 10 2 parate. "om it, 

e but to look upon zhe Church of Eng land as a 
« very orthodox Church: Thus all 1 Prote- 
« ſtants of France do; thoſe at Geneva, thoſe of 
« Switzerland, and 1 and thoſe of 
ce Holland too; for they did themſelves a very 
e great honour, i in having ſome Divines of Eng- 
« land in their Synod of Dort, and ſhewed 
ce plainly that they had a profound veneration 
« for the Church of England. And from 
'« whence does. it then come, that ſome Eng- 
«7; omen themſelves, have ſo ill an opinion of 
e Her at preſent, and divide raſhly from ber, as 
ce they do ? Is not this to divide from all tbe 
tc Ancient Churches, from all the Churches of 
©« he Eaft, from all the Proteſtant Churches, 
40 „ which have always had a great reſpect for the 
| > Fea ES urity 
108 _ Durel, p. tape * e 


1 


(79) 
ec Purity of the Church of England 7 And 
to the ſame effect, Mr. de I Angle, another Pro- 
teſtant Divine of Note in France, has declared 
his ſentiments +. * Since the Church of Eng- 
« Jand, fays he, is a True Church of our Lord, 
e fince her Worſhip and Doctrines are pure, 
« and have nothing in them contrary to the 


8 Word of God; and ſince that when the Re- 


cc formation was 1 received, it was received 
ce together with Epiſcopacy, and with the E- 
« ſtabliſhment of the Liturgy and Ceremonies 
ce which are there in uſe to this day; it is with- 
« out doubt the duty of all the Reformed of 
| ce your Realm, to keep themſelves inſeparably 
cc united to the Church. And thoſe that do 
e not do this, upon pretence that they ſhould 
cc deſire more Simplicity in the Ceremonies, and 
e Jeſs of Inequality among the Miniſters, do cer- 
ec fainly commit a very great Sin: for Sch iſm is 
e zhe moſt formidable Evil that can befalt the 
© Church.” The Authorities that Have been 
here alledged, will, I "I be of weight to- 
sf | wards 


Sh 


7 In B ſhop Stilingfleet 8 e of rer. 
5 5 che fame Place, P. 21. TR 5 5 
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wards 10 pporting my aſſertion, that the Go- 
vernment of a Church in the Epiſcopal way, is 

agreeable to the practice of the Primitive Chri- 
and and to the Inſtitution of the. Apoſtles 
rhemſelves, whereas one in the Presbyterian way 
would not be ſo: and therefore an Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the former way ought. to be preferred. 
Bor this is not the only Advantage that our 
preſent Eſtabliſhment has. It is, farther, the 
t ſuitable to the nature of our Civil Conſti- 
tution. In this point we have the Judgments 
of: ſome: of the ableſt Stateſmen that we have 
ever had in En gland. For the Government 
«of Biſhops, Gn the famous Lord Bacon e, 
< for my part, not prejudging the proceedings 
« of other Churches, I do. hold it to be war- 
c -anted by the Word of God, and by the Prac- 
« zice of the ancient Church in better Times, 
.< and. much more convenient for Kingdoms, 
e than a Parity of M. iniſters, and Government 
. by Synods. „ And again in the ſame Tract, 
. It is not poſlibl, days - he, in reſpect of the | 
e | 14. great 
= Go FOI 3 the better Pacification and 


*Edrfication of the Church of England, in the 4th vol. of 
s Works, folio, Edit. Land. 1730, p. 436. 
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<« great: Sympathy between the State Civib and 
Ade Bee Beckefcaſtioabyltondheb! a mweh . 
[6 M ration in the Church, but 3thatoitiwould 
ct. have a perilluus operation: on the Kingdam i 
This great Man does fiat clearly expreſs: the 
Reaſons why he thought a Pregbyterian:Govern- 
ment in the Church Jeß convenient and ſuitable 
to the Civil State than an Epiſcopal one, But 
Sir Frantis Malſfingbam ſpeaks more plainly in 
his noted: Letter to Med C icq. He obſtrves, 
«that! the \Puritans, ini Their: Conſiſtar and 
6 Ro rife? [opened to the People ſuch a way 
<« to the Government, as was no leſs prejudicial 

| « « bo chelLibetty of, ptivate Perſons, chan tothe 

156 Sovereign of the Prince . 1 1 J lig 55 

Ad this us indeed / more fully declared as 
the ſenſe. of Queen Eligabeils by Sir Jobn 
 Puckering, who was afterwards Lord: Keeper of 
the Great-Seal, in a Speceh by; him made in 
the Houſe of Peers, in the 528th yar of her 
n of which the following paſſage is a 
| 5 5 Hf 0 Tow; are Mas commanded 2 
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e her Majeſty, ſays he, that no car be given, or 
i time afforded, to the weariſdme Sollicitatib rm 
of theſe that be called Puritans, wherewith all 
de the late Patliaments'chaye been exceedingly 
. importuned: which fort of perſons, while 
hat in the giddineſbf cheir pit they 
_ *]bout ard ſtrivr to advante a new Elderſhip, 
**{they>do but hurt therRepoſe of the Church 
M ahd'Cammonwalth, which is as well ground- 
s ed ur the Body of Religion itſelf, and cus well 
Eenguidell for die: Hiſdipline, as :atly Nealmfithat 
e vonſtſſdthᷣ che Truth. Anti the fame tlüing 
leiqis made 3600 ꝛto the world by mary of the 
26/ Writs of tl undd ddea ene Mang neichrer 
e anſwered noraniwetableby theſe new=fangled 
26 Nefinels. Three Men" do both teach and 
r i ei Uand\weach'in 
Pic y b err e auplkebe- 
_ *$tween.the xC v Gand ths Laity, but alſo 
* eee eee eee ene 
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* and by offering Peril de her Maſeſty's Saſkty 
« int her own Kingdoms. Wed ſee here what 
week the ſentirnents'of that wil Queen and her 
Council, ho will be allowed, I think, cb have 
uauarſtond at kat che Ciwil Intereſts "I thi 
Kinde. S RM eig tir 1 l en no: 
Arn much to dhe fene purpoſes take 
the Judgments of ſcve of eminent. 
Quaracter, eſpeeially for their skill in Political 
Affain: I will lay no great ſtreſs upom Mr. 4 
Montmorency, Conſtable of France , who! aich | 
that if the Calvinifts in that Kingdonvſhauld 
ent length obtain the Liberty they pretended 
*\ta;:the* Monarchy would degenerate into a 
4 Democracy. For as this Miniſter was A Pa- 
\ ut, his ſentiments may on that account have 
che less veight.' But the fame objection does 
not Le again gd 4% Mernay; that # | rned 
Nobleman was not only a Colvin; but a prin- 
= of Seppelt of 88 . in France, And 
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See Dr. Du Moulin's Prefice to his'Fachet's Book". 
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«thought the /Presbyterian,"Goveriiment might 
3 — well enough in. Popular States, ſuch as 
Geneva and Switzerland, yet in Kingdoms 
ot Monarchies, Epiſcopal Government was 
rather tobe choſen. ) And the ſaine opinion 
in much ſtronger terms, and with a particular 
view to Hagland, vas profeſſed by another Fo- 
migner, WD underſtood Politicks as well as 
maſt Meni of i his, titne, ant; was; both a good 
Prateftand aunt had: great. cariddur In matters 
d Religion; I mean the celebrated Puſen- 
tlonfy\who! expreſſes hiinſelf in the following 
nt 5% Kin this creſpect likewiſe f not 4 little 
nn 9387909990 bluo yds :n0l/<0Blemiſh | 
9 187 4 ig [ic [2 Bae f NE om 
e. , e ee 
b rare ene, , Dennevatians nim 
e hk Poſe e e ee Bol 9 
— 5 — e 92. de ee cel 
Au de Pon eee 5 com ran 5 e Res 
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222 1 inter ſe Ment ægutulks, & ud Cundentus Ectle- * 
icat Seniores gte & Diaconi e lebe adſciſeerentur. 
Cum autem zemel in Rebus Sacris Plebs ad ſuffragium ad- 
icteetun, forma fuuit at crederent Iniquum Ne to- 
fam Crontatem Unius Omis — —j 
_ egvyod) » 4 
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e ed : thought to lie upon an of the 
Calviniſts, as being too much inclined to af- 
« fect Democracies, and being on, the contrary: 
«averſe to Moönarchies, and forward to ſubvert: 
« them: The cauſe of which is Well under 
«| ſtood by Men of skill. For thoſe perſons in 

« France, in Switzerland, and in the United 
« Provinces; who, in diſearding Popery, did 
at the ſame time throw off the Authority of 
cr the Popiſh Biſhops" when they ſettled a new 
“Form of Government in their Church, agreed 
ce upon ene of a Democratical kind, in which 

all che Miniſters were upon an equal footy 
& And for the management of their Church- 
« 1affails, had Elders and Deacons joined with 
them from amongſt tlie People. Now 
« When they were once admitted to a Vote in 
« Eccleſiaſtical matters, the next; ſtep was, For. 
« them to have a notion that it aS i, that 
A whole State ſhould be governed at che wall 
© of one wer r 24 WP of: POO 1 | 
8 goidolh | 
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AHugliam miſurriins exercuerunt non parum contul:ſſe A De- 
mata Genevenfia, que Fuventus. Anglicana ibidem ſtudiis 

erdta aut ex eorum June: bauſerat & in Patriam 
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chat theſe Troubles with which: England was: 
ce ſome years ago moſt miſerably afflicted, were 
« not a little fomented by the Geneva Doc- 
* trines, which the Eugliſb Youth that ſtudied 
«the Writings that came from thence, and diſ- 
«, perſed thoſe: notions into their own Country.” 
Ix this laſt Quotation, when Puffendorf ſays 
cat the Calviniſts are too much inelined to 
Democracits, he is not to be underſtood as if 
he repreſented all of that dect as being at a/} 
times thus diſpoſed: for no doubt, while the 
Kings under whom they live encourage and fa» 
vour them, they may ſ% long be well enough 
pleaſed with their Government, and willing to 
fupport it. The Baron's meaning I take to 
have been, that the popular ſorms of their 
Church Gobermment, have a natural Tendency 
lms: — ahachy; when either * 
jovi un by perſonal kitereſk n 
Monatchies, are apt to lean much towards po- 
ula N oft of this Teen, indeed, 
the? Precby teri ins  chemſebres in ret, 
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to have been ſenſible: for the Londa Clergy, 
in a Letter written by them in that year from 
Sion Cullege, to the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſt- 
minfter, ſay, It is much to be douhted, leſt 
* the Power, of the Magiſtrate ſhould nat only 
be weakened,” but utterly overthrown, cn 
” (: diving the Principles and Practices of the 
'« Tndependents, together with their compliance 
ce with other Sets, ſeefficiently:known to be Anti- 
«+. Magi/tratical.” But might not the Inde- 
pendents bave retorted this charge upon the 
- Presbyteriaris, not only by putting them in mind 

of the part they had acted againſt the Co 
for ſeveral years paſt, but alſo by quetigg the 
declared ſentiments of their great Leader Mr. 
- Cartwright, who ſays , & that the world is n 
©. deceived, that thinketh that the Church muſt 
he framed according to the Cammorwealthgand 
the Church-Government;accotding to the Giui/ 
1 < Government; which, is as much to, ay, as ifa 
, Man ſhould faſhion his Houſe according to his 
66 Hangings : whereas indeed it is clean contrary, 
tet as the Hangings are madefit for the Hauſe, 
die the Commonwealth muſt be made to agree 
way Aloo an % Ab with 

Defence f the Admenitian, P. 181 . 
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« « with the Chirch, and the Government thereof 
6 with Ber Gouerumeni.Otherwiſe Gad is made 
to give place to Men. Mr. Meal acknow- 
ledges ; that the Puritans did not alloy the 
'Charchto be Monarcliical. If therefore the Go- 
vernment of the State muſt b Divine Right, 
a8 It ſeemi) be ſuited to that of the Chuck, the 
concluſion is evident, that the Government of 
the State ought not to be Monarchical. From 
this, and other conſiderations, which the paſ- 
ages that I have produced may ſuggeſt, the 
Reader, I truſt, will be apprized that an E- 
"fabliſhment of a Presbyterian Form, would but 
il agree with our Civil Cunſtitution: and from 
thence e be further led to ſee, that in views 
"of Policy, it would not be expedient that the 
vehement 200; Cf our Difſenters ſhould be ad- 
mitted to a full Capacity of even ſup- 
| poling their Admiſſion could, az el, be gained 
with Franquilhey and Safety: becauſe their 
Principles and Diſpoſitions would be thereby 
encouraged and ſpread; though not quite N 
much indeed as by: an fab ery rer 
l n ene MRS ede IN tainly 
w_ Hi.. Pur. vol. L p. 133. : e es nao 
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tainly more than would: be deffreable in the-pre- 

ſent Cireumſtances' of our Nation. ine DOthi 
Bor I muſt farther obſerve, 20 dha pit 


upon which this Queſtion chiefly turns, that 
ſuch an Admiſſion of 4/l Piſſenters to a. fe 
Capacity of Offices, by an Abolition ef the Teſt, 
will not be likely, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
to be made, or at leaſt aaf long followed, with 
ſuch Trengyillity as ſome perſons may imagine: 
on the contrary, it will be naturally-produtive 
of ſuch Animoſities, Conteſts, and Diſorders, 
as will be very dangerons to the Welfare of the 
Nation. How much ſoever the Niſſenting In- 
tereſt may! incxcale; by the means! above men- 
tioned, yet it will got cafily-come to he qual 
to that of the Church. The Members of the 
| latter will, for many yet be, as then age at 


Preſent, much above the Sefftaries..in MB, 


as well as in QMalitzs and Rax It: is, , 
Aided, that 4% ches nominal Chur el unen ace 
1 es: refied ae ber the. 


Rebliſhment + becauſe Infidelity, has..far ſara 
you's paſt exceedingly increaſed, and in conſe- 


quence of it, a Regard for the [ al Parts 
Nos Relig ion, ank ſar thi Rn | 


($8.2 rn); KY. av 5 ay Lag | 
e 14 54 bs * B+ r 
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is very much Jeſſened in the mifids of many: 
The numerous Libels publiſhed of late, have 
had, in ſome meaſure, the Effect that was de- 
ſigned, of making Men 4% Church-nun, by 
making them regardleſs of ſeveral” Doctrines oc 

ance in Religion. A late Writer 
the ſide of the Diſſenters, takes notice of boy 
Rate of things, and does it in a very remarkable 
way, The prevailing Opinion of England, 
a he, is Latitudinarian; and moſt Men 
ec in the Kingdom are ſo far improved in their 
ct Judęmentr, as to u- r that Heaven is not 
„ ENTAILED: pon any partitular Opinions in 
c Religion, ſo as 15 bacrifice their Liberties in 
etc defence of them“ And another Writer on 
the fame fide +, Aer letting us know, that 
« the Priends of tlie Diſſenters, are ſeldom 
und among M. ſini lers of State," adds, that 
WP: are to 5 be found hg =. ſuch Gentlemen, 
FOO and knowledge, 
e a Breedin of Thought and free Enquiry 
into matte of Religion.” We es 
e een VIDT190 775 139 of ſible 


F; 
. FR 
* er N WINE 1733, p. il 25 1 


, + The Intereſt of the Proteſtant 2 See 
nd. * 2d Edit. p. 18. 
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fible how far ſuch Freedom and Latitude of 
Thought: are often carried in the- preſent Age: 
and can give ſome” reaſons why ſeveral of the! 
Great Proficients in that way either are, or 
would ſeem to be, friends to the Diſſenters; 
but ſtill we truſt that a Diſregard to the Princi- 
ples of Religion, has neither yet made, nor 
will ever make, ſo great a progreſs as ſome 
perſons think. We doubt not but much the 


greater part of the People of England will em 
tinue to believe in Jesus CHRIS : and that 
moſt of them, from a well-groun unded perſua aſion 
that Epiſcopacy was of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, 


will preſerve a ſuitable Veneration for it: 15 | 


that//though they may be prejudiced Nag. 
cainſt-ſome'patticular Prelates amongſt us, yet 5 


they will not bear to ſee the Order itſelf ſet at 


nought, and thrown out, to make way for the 


8 of Innovating Spirits in modern times: 


hey will rather think that the fame Order 


ker firſt propagated and ſettled Chriſtianity 


in.the world, will be the' beſt 8 againſt 


Infidelity and Popery at preſent . 


Ax even if this pint ſhauld Bothe cons 


My Re- 


w" SN 
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wee e as it ought to be id Views! of 


Fa 7" i 
Algen yet moſt of * Caunſiderable Fami- 
blies in Friend will, in all probability, be for 
ſupporting Gur Churer Hſtahliſhment, as: the: 
om Inieref, join d with that of the Publick, will 
thore may have been formerly, in ſorhe of our 
Noble and Antient Families to ſupport and En - 
egrage the Diſſenting Party; there are few, I 
* balievis at preſent; who are not ſenſible that 
 viaſtuaor: things o;mych: altere, as to re- 
que N ſuitahle Alteration in their Conduct. 
Jeni the Diſſenters, very far from 
| being under ſuch Hardſhips as they were in ſome - 
parts of the; Reign, of Charles II. have now alt = 
* the Liberty: chat can he deſired in reſpett to 
promoting their Spiritual Metfare. Their Pro- 
# wy and! n af en a we, free 
. Winbßts heir Feuern en 
they will; and aſſemble together as often as 
they pleiſe, with All the proper Synbdienl Forms 
to Conſult and. Act as they find expedient. 80 
chat their Cale i no lopger/a matter of Com- 


Lao rar Their views: at — 
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the obtaining of Power and 1 nfluence, and the 
making themſelves of weight i in the State. But 
this Wenne of their ſecular Intereſt, has much 
lefs appearance of being for the ſervice of the 1 
Civil Conftitution, than it had for ſome } years 
after the Reſtoration: for then the hu mour of 
a great part of the Nation ran ſtrongly to exalt 
the Prerogative of the Crown, perhaps mo 
than was really for the Intereſt of the Nagel 
On which account ſome Patriots of that time 
thought it right to promote the Diflenting th. 
tereſt, as what would be a proper check and 
ballance againſt the TRIS Growth of the 
Prerogative. But at preſent thoſe Gentlemen, 
Who know the true State and Intereſt of their 
Country, are ſenſible that there i is no ocaſion 
for this method. There are other circumſtan- 
ces in the. Nation, fufficient and more than 
þ fufficient to weigh againſt the Crown... 12 
particular, they ſee that the Royal Prere 
s cirumſeribed and fixed by Law, ſo that none 

of thoſe Stretches, that were formerly made of 
it on fore occaſions, can now have any place; 


That the Supplies which are requiſite! for the 
n eel the Forces brine and = | 
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end upon Annual Grants by the Parliament; 
and that even the Revenues for the Civil Liſt 
expire, upon each Demiſe of the Crown: ſo that 
if, at any time when they are to be regranted, 
the Commons ſhould. be diſſ poſed, as they were 
for ſome time after the Revolution , or ſhould 
be wrought up to be yet more Jealous of their 
Liberties, and willing to increaſe them, thoſe 
Revenues might, in that caſe, be clogg d with 
ſuch conditions, as would make the Power of 


the Crown precarious : while, on the other hand, 
that of the People ſtands on a ſure bottom; and 
muſt * ee. becauſe the + e 


e e eee 
* lune litn of bis own Times, 1 1. p. 42, * 


Pt Mr. Moyle, in his Eſhy on the 7 ge ns, 
* Ep. Tays,” © That Land is the true Centre 
of Power: and that the Ballance' of Dominion 
00 changes with the Ballance of Property. This, adds 
* he, is an Eternal Truth, confirm'd by the Experience 
75 5 all Ages and Governments, and bo! fully demon- 

ated by the great Harrington i in his Oceana, that it 
a. as difficult to find out new Arguments for It, a8 it N 
is to reſiſt the Cogency of the old. 1 

Mr. Nev), in Plato Redivivus, p. 14 1. affirms, Fry | 
« the natural part of our Government, which is $5 | 
is by the'means of 8 in the Hands of the Pro- 
« ple” [which Circumſtance he ſaid before, p. 37% has 
e made this Country ſearce Governable by a Monarchy.” 
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A. | 
H, the Source of Power, is vaſtly on theit 
ſide againſt the Crown, even thou gh the Nobi- 
lity be added to it: and muſt come to be more 
ſo in length of time. All Gentlemen of ſenſe 
muſt be aware of the Conſequences which ſuch 
a ſtate of things will naturally produce: and, 
as one of it's effects already wrought, they ſee 
that the Spirit of Liberty runs with ſo ſtrong! A 
Courſe thro the Maſs of the People, that unleſs 
ſome very wiſe meaſures be taken, and con- 
ſtantly purſued to keep it in bounds, it muſt 
by degrees undermine and impair both the A 
n and A parts of our Sunn | 


the > Re os Landes coma Ai 4 Bibi 
Connection of Intereſt with each other: that 
the Clergy in ſuch an Eſtabliſhment as ours, 
will be always, in ſome degree dependant upon 
them: and both from that Dependance, and 


1 the manner of their Education, will be 


diſpos d, as far as they are able, to act for their 
Support, and for preſerving tlie true Ballance 
of our Conſtitution: ſo that any Advantages 
poſſeſſed by the Clergy, that are not of diſſer- 


Ret 


)) 
vice to cheir Spiritual Function, er the publick 
Good, are really ſo much Strength to the Gen- 
wy, the Nobility, and the Crown itſelf. And 
therefare if theſe ſhould make any unneceſſary 
breaches on the Clergy, they would in effect, 
cut through a Bank, which the Wiſdom of 
their Anceſtors has raiſed for their Defence, a- 
gainſt that weight of the People, which the 
Setipture compares to the many lu atert.. 
Upon theſe motives, there fare, of Intereſt, or 

of Conſcience, or of both together, there is not 
aweh- doubt but that the far greater part of the 
canſfiderable) Families will be for ſupporting the 
Eſtablifhment of the Church. And great num- 
bers of the middle and lower Peaple have ſo in- 
bred a 3 far that Church in which 
they have? been baptized, and brought up, and 
for; that Regal 8 under which this 
Nation has fo long flouriſhed, and is at preſent 
0 happy that they will not eaſily be wraught 
off from their Adherence to them. 80 that if, 

_..on'the one hand, the ſeveral Seats of the a. - 
enters joined with the Men of Latitude, and 


Faun of Thoughe, and wich thoſe 'who are 


A Wire, n indifferent to a Regal Govern- 
| | ment, 
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ment, do make an Appearance of great l 
againſt the Church of England; there will 
not be wanting, on the other ſide, a Body 
of Friends, united by Principles of Conſcience, 
and by a regard to the true Intereſt of their 
Country, joined with their own, to act together 
as occaſions may require, for. the e of 
this Eſtabliſhment. _ _ | 

Nov in theſe diſpoſitions 95 the Nara I 
think, they who know Mankind, will hardly 
avoid foreſeeing that in caſe the Teſt-Act be 
repealed, there muſt great Anuimoſities and Con- 
teſts enſue: for the Diſſenters will, in all ap- 
pearance, preſently apply themſelves to gain an 
Intereſt in the Corporate Burroughs, and other 
Towns, to be choſen into the Government of 
them, to be put into the Commiſſions of Peace, 
and Lieutenancy, and all other Poſts of Truſt, 
Profit, or Influence, that may be within their 
reach: and probably, by ſupporting, one ano- | 
ther in their Applications for theſe Perg or 
enforcing it by the joint weight of their whole 
Body, when tis neceſſary, they muſt oſten 
ſucceed i in their Pretenſions. For we may judge 


what their manner of applying will be, from 
O what 


(98). 
7" has been already faid,* by one who writes 
with an air of Importance among them, and 
hath thought fit to give the World the Hiſtory 
of their Conſultations and Proceedings, in or- 
der to procure the Abolition of the Teſt *. 
This Gentleman, having intimated that the Ap- 

plication of the Diflenters in Ireland for the 
Repeal of the Teſt-A& there, ought to have 
been enforced with the whole, weight of the Diſ- 
fenters in England ; and having complained 
that hat affair which had been promiſed by a 
very Great Man, as an Earneſt of future. Fa- 
vours to the Diſſenters i in England, had ſhame- 
fully miſcarried ; expreſſes his reſentment i in the: 
following terms: © Are the Diſſenters, ſays he, 
« to be Thus treated, in the face, wo an. add 


« tion ? 


1 en 2 Fides, Danaumque. garen. 
I ET: ö ſs Sb 1. 309. 
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The Reader will Ally underſtand . is bebe 
accuſed « of ' Breach * e and whore rec 


Fbeonecd 
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koned Inſidious Enemies to the Diſſenters: : 
He will perceive, by the Favours faid to be 
promiled i in the plural number, that the bare 
repeal of theſe Acts in queſtion will hardlycon-. 


tent them; and he will obſerve what their man 


ner of Application will be, to gain any Advan- 
tages they think themſelves entitled to : when-. 
ever their aſſiſtance is wanted by the Crown, 
they wilt expect to be Free conſi- 


Jeted. 


And. will Aiboliions or attempts * this 1 
kind, on the part of the Diſſenters, to enlarge 
Intereſt and Power, raiſe no concern at 


4441 


all i in the Members of the Church of England? 9 
will theſe be in no degree. ſollicitous to main 


tain their ground? will the Members of the 


Burroughs and other Corporations, be content 


ed tliat Difſenting Miniſters * at London, ſhould 


dire ther in the Choice of the Members of 


* There is a Miniſter in London, to whom the Town 
ce of Berwick has, upon every new Choice, applied for his 


Direction or Aſſiſtance, above one and twenty years, 


and without whoſe Influence, the preſent Members had 
<« never been ſo much as named amongſt them.” Remarks 
upon a Paper ere 4 Letter to N N 
Lond. 1732, p- 8 
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their Bodies, and their Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament? will the antient Gentry, whoſe Fa- 
milies have always had a natural Intereſt in 
the Burroughs, be eaſy in ſeeing it under- 
mined, and in a way of being reduced to 
little or nothing ? will they negligently ſuffer 
a new Set of People to come in. upon them, 
and croſs their pretenſions to every Poſt of Truſt 
and Profit? will they be eaſy in ſeeing that | 
Church which their Anceſtors have en- 
dowed and piotected, which all the F 'oreign 
Churches fo greatly reſpect, and which the 
Arguments of the Diſſenters have been unable 
to hurt, borne down by the Growth of their 
Secular Intereſt ? will they not endeavour to 
form oppoſite. Intereſts * 3 and take proper me- 
thods to prevent theſe Inroads? and muſt not 
theſe Meaſures produce Animoſities, violent 
Enmities, and their dire effects? may they not 
give A which W — to 


* « Can Als one FER that the Bigotted and: Se If. * 0 
4e reſted Clergy, who, like Harpies, are watching all op- 
< portunities, will not ſeize the occafion'to trumpet their 
« Seditious, Alarms, and endeavour again to ſpread falſe 
e notions of the Church's Danger? Refle#ions on the Cor- | 
** poration and PET: Lond. 7 32. p. 23. 
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the Government will improve to its Diſadvan- 
tage? may not foreign Enemies find their ac- 
count in them ? I think, any one who knows 
Mankind, and the preſent ſtate of our Parties 
and Diſpoſitions in England, muſt ſee that 
theſe conſequences would be likely to fol- 
low upon a Repeal of the Teſt-Act. Clouds 
much leſs than theſe appear to be in proſpect, 
have ſometimes bred Storms which have torn ; 
up Governments by the roots. | 
Now if theſe be the eur. Felke of luck 
an Alteration; if there be juſt reaſon to believe | 
that it will produce Confuſion, and Danger, or 
great Diſadvantage to the State; then the 2 
nent Diſſenters, from whom this danger is 
likely. to ariſe,; may juſtly be excluded by any 
ft. means, from having Offices chat will- give 
them too much Power and Influence in the 
State: For. whatever Rights or Advantages any 
one may be entitled to as a good Subject of the 
Civil Government, they muſt all be ſuhmitted 
to o conſiderations of the Publick Welfare. — 


"nity be abridged, in any degree which e 
e For unleſs aach «courle nase 
205 e e 


(o 
n be impoſſible in many caſts for Civil 36- 
cięties to ſubſiſta and: therefore acquieſtenee in 
this point is ahuays a condition upon which len 
are Members af fuch Societies. Upon thib ground 
was; made that Act of Parliament, 8 H. VI; 
chap. 7, which appointed tlie Qualifieations- of 
thaſe who ſhouldb llave a right to vote in tlie E- 
lectiens of Kniglets of the Shires- By this Act 
that Right is allowed only to ſuch Feser re 
poſſeſſed of 40 s. a year ot Freehold' Lands or 
Tenementeg whereas before that time!“, af ge 
Heamen ob: the "County had a riglit to vote in 
that, caſe: But becauſe, as the Preamble to thie 
A ente ſſtes it, *rthe- late Electiens had been 
made hy very great, outragious, and excef : 
eme numbers: of people/dwellingwithin'ithe | 
dame! Counties o the Realen of Huyglund, of 
the which moſtf part was of People of 


— rH and of no. value, whereof 


every of them pretended a voice ej,ẽjt 
n nennen Wepper with 
N 124 To 1 * 2491 k fiir the 


1 
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« the moſt worthy Knights and E Eſquires dwel- 
« ling within the ſame, Counties: whereby 
« Man-ſlaughters, Riots, Batteries, and Diviſions 
« among Gentlemen, and others of the faid 
Counties, ſhall and may i leiy riſe and be, un- 
« leſs convenient Remedy be had and provided 
« in that behalf, therefore the faid Qualification 
is fixed : that is to ſay, im order to guard a- 
gainſt a mere probability of ſome danger to 
come, the Right of voting was at once taken 
away eee ee men 
England. 

So ME W have; hott: veillicgs to verb 
2 Juſtice of this Act, from the conſides' 
ration that Men under 40 6. per ann. having 
as it were d property in Land, ouglit not thare- 
fore to have any vote for one to appear in Pas 
liament on their behalf. But this circumſtance 
is 7 inſufficient to account; for the Tang 


rimes have. a. very, lage Propartylin! Gopybile' 
and Leaſebuld Lands in Moneys, in Stocls of 
Goods, and. the like. At leaſt- they haveithe: 
Liberties, of their Perſons, and: th. Rights, as 
dern — ; which are deen e 
_ 2 eee ee — 
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things of 'valiic}-and' may be alſected by what 
is done in 3 — and therefore in re- 
gard to theſe, they might juſtly claim a vote in 
the choice! of their Repreſentatives. | No other 
Principle will account for their being deprived 
of this Right, but only the above-mentioned 
Conſideration of the Publicł Danger by their 
having it. Upon a Foundation of the ſame 
nature was made another Law in the Reign of 
Queen Anne, which limited the Capacity of 
ſitting in ——— as Repreſentatives for the 
Counties, to thoſe perſons who have an Eſtate, 
Freehold or Copyhold, for their own Lives at 
leaſt, of the annual value of 600 J. and the 
Right of ſitting as Burgeſſes, to thoſe who have 
an Eſtate of the like kind, of the annual value 
of 300 J. each of which Eſtates muſt be above 
Reprizes. This was done in order to prevent 
needy Men, who might be likely to be cor- 
rupted, from having a Share in the Legiſlature, 
and to veſt that Great Truſt in thoſe who have : 
competent Eſtates. The Act is ſtill in force; 
and is allowed to be reaſonable, though p roba 


| hy, balken wunde of pero ery gol! 
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Characters, and Ancient Families, who might, 
otherwiſe,” be both willing and able to ſerve 
their Country in this way. Theſe Gentlemen, 
however, do not clamour at their being made 
incapable of that Honourable Truſt; nor do 
thoſe great numbers of the People of England 
who are deprived of their Right of voting for 
the Knights of the Shires, expreſs any Uneaſi- 
neſs on that account. Now if ſuch*Abridg- 
ments may be made of Civil Rights, in order 
to guard againſt probable "Dangers, in theſe. 
caſes, why may not the ſame courſe be taken 
on the like account, in the caſe of vebement i 
Diſſenters from the Church of England The 
danger of Mi iſchief to the State, from their be 
ing admitted to a free Capacity of all Publick 
Offices, would be at leaſt as great, as from the 
Capacity of Men of leſs than 600 J. a year to 
be Knights of the Shires; or from the admiſſion 
of Men of leſs than 40 5. a year Freehold to 
vote in Elections. There have been inſtances 
in the world, when Men of ſmall private F or 
4855 0 CONE} Dn i 1 HKD ale 
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in the beſt times of that Republick. There 

have been many inſtances when great numbers 

of People have met very quietly at Elections. 
But 1 do not remember any caſe, in which one 
part of a Nation being of a different Religion 

from the other, and having a fair proſpect of 

making their Religion the ſuperior one, were 

| not diſpoſed. een it; nor can I think 
0 ters: will eyer be ſuch an inſtance, whilethe ge- 
| neral Diſpoſitions of Mankind continue to be as 
theyare. For though our Diſſenters have a turn 

of, mind, in ſome reſpects peculiar to themſelves 

=. yet in chis point they would be like other Men: 
3 ſo that the-Lawswhich-guard againſt fuch Diſ- 
I poſitions on their part, towards tlie Eftabliſhed 


q Church, are, at teaft;' as juſtly foufrded as 
; | thoſe other Laws, of which no Man ee "ug 
[ I cherefore, the Corporation and Teſt-Acts 
4 | Carm. ib. H. Ode 15. 
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bi unjuſt, and, as ſuch, ought to. be repealed, ; 
then the other two Acts muſt, upon the ſame 
Principle, be repealed likewiſe: and all the 
Free-Men of England, without any diſtinction, 
muſt be reſtored to their original Right of vo- 
ting, and of being capable to be choſen, for 
Knights of the Shires. But if, without admit- 
ting this, the Juſtice of our preſent Laws re- 
lating to Eleckions can be maintained; then it 
muſt, by a parity of Reaſon, be cities ; 
that the Diſſenters, as being i/l-affeFed to the. 
| Church, and from thence likely to occaſion diſ- 
turbance and danger to the State, may have 
their Capacity of Publick Offi ces juſtly re- 
ſtrained, by che Laws os, 7 ire the Sacra 
mental Teſt. 
e 41 ; general Reaſoning of the kind here 


he way "oe arguing, theſe two things "may be- 


proved: Firf, that the greateſt Hiolences and 
Barburities poſſible, may in ſeveral caſes be 


Juftly practiſed againſt Men on account of their 
Religion. And Secondly, that ſuch Violences 


may, with full as much Reaſon, be acted by 
Men of a falſe Religion, againſt thoſe of a true 


N 2 | one; 
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% by Heathens, for inſtance, againſt. Chri- 
7 as by the latter againſt the former. Both: 
theſe. conſequences are abſurd: and therefore 
the Doctrine, from which they” Are ty $6: 
duced, muſt n 
Bur to the former of theſe 2 I beg 
leave to anſwer; 5 That upon our Principle, 0 
'4 Golence. at all can be juſtly practiſed, againſt 
any Man, on account, of His Religion, merely. 
as fuch; but only as: this Religion, either actu- 
ally does, or, in all appearance, will incite him 
to uſe Violence on his part, in order to deprive. 
his Fellow-Subjects of Rights annexed to their 


Religion by the Laus of their Country. If, 
therefore, the Objedtors mean to repreſent us 


as maintaining that ſuch violent courſes as have. 
been mentioned, may lawfully be taken againſt 
Difſenters from an Eſtabliſhed. Church, wis hong 
ſuppoſing that theſe Diſſenters actually uſe, or 
deſign to uſe proportionale Liolences on their 
part, againſt, the Eſtabliſhment ; ; they then draw 
a falſe Conſequence from our Principle; which 
will warrant only fuch a Self-defence as is ne 
ceſſary,. with regard to the Diſpoſitions, and 
38 of the . II. they are . 


be 1s | | I * 
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obly/difpoled, or nor nuch likely fs Naß di 2 
turbances, by fore 8/% attacking the Eſtabliſhed 
Religion, then, againſt Dem, N iolemt Met ho 
will not be neceſſary, aànd therefore will 
not be juſtifadle. But if the Objectors will. 
make the Suppqſitiom that che Enemies of an 
Eſtabliſhed Religion, break out into Rage, and 
Tumult, and Open Force ; or even give un- 
gueſtionable Evidence that they deſen to do ſo; 
Then; I make no diffculty of avowing that 
thoſe rough Methods; which they themſelves: 
make neceſſary, may be juſtly uſed: ' againſt. 
them. For the Rights which the Subjects of an 
Eſtabliſhed Religion habe, in virtue of this 
Etſtabliſhment, are upon the ame foot ds any 
others of their Civil. Righem and may juſtly be 
defended by the very ſame Methods. This no 
one can deny] unleſs he holds it to be Wrong in 
the Civil Magiſtrate, to grant ſuch Temporal 
Advantages, to the Profeſſors of any 8 
Religion, as are implied in the notion of an 
 Bftabliſhnient::* for inſtance, to provide them 
Places of Worſhip; to maintain; at tlie Pb: 
lick Charge, the Perſons WHO officiate in theit: 
Religion Ay! the: op If any one onceifes 
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chat every thing of this kind is Ane he 
muſt then indeed diſlike our putting the Rights 
which thus accrue to any Religion, upon the 
ſame bottom with other Rights of a Civil na- 
ture. But as few perſons, I believe, will o- 
penly ao this to be their Opinion; as, on 
the contrary, it will be generally granted, and 
is evident in itſelf, that the Magiſtrate _ | 
lawfully give ſuch:Advantages toda Religion: 
it muſt ram ee as follow, that as le 
ole are in force, = 
Rights which the. Profeſiors of a Religion ſo 
fayoured,-iderive : from thoſe: Laws, may, and 
ought to be conſidered as ſtanding on the /ame 
ground with other Civil Rights, and therefore may 
juſtly be defended: by the ſame Methods. Thus 
when the Anabaptiſts at Munter, from a mixture 
of Enthuſiaſm and Villany, attacked the Eſta- 
bliſbed Religion and Government with en Vi- 
lerice, it was undoubtedly lawful to uſe Force a- 
gainſt them t and it wal aß lawful todo ind 
againſt Henner, and the other Fifth Monarchiſts 

England, notwithſtanding; they: declared char 
ey were lad i Gad to what they did 


2 SeeSleidan's Hift. of the Reformation, —_—_ by 
E, Bobun Eſq; Lond. 1689. B. X. p. 190. 
*Fchard's Egan of England, vol. III. p-. 43. Nor 
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Nor that I would here be underftood, as 
if I juſtified the uſe; of ſuch:/Torrwres, in any 
eaſe of this kind, as are employed by. the FO 
miſh Inquiſition, ' againft | Hereticks and others 
accounted Enemies of their Eſtabliſhed Church. 
For though ſome perſons have been pleaſed to 
affirm, that this is a neceſſary Conſequence. 
of our Principle, and; have thereupon made 
fad lamentations, to move the tender-hearted . 
part of Mankind ; yet in reality, theſe terrors 
are only the products of their om imagina- 
tions, and have no juſt connection with what 
we maintain. Our DoRtine, as 1: have ſaid, 
will juſtify, only thoſe Meaſures of Foxcꝝ that 
are ntedſul far Wee, Self-defence hut 
fuck Torturet cinnot ever be needful forchat 
purple; and we e cannot - /#/ify. be 
employed, nd ond fon bi 21190 51011 h 
„To make Nepp ve d the Obt 
| jectors, What courſe the thidk might Juſtiy : 
have been taken, if the Engliſo Fapiſts i in che 
Reign of King James the Second had riſen. in 
Arms, and declared that they had no. I Rr 
Bong; LG png e eee f 
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: url Sete of t the Proteſtant Religion? 
I believe the ObjeRors will allow that all need. 
Al degrees of Forts might have been Juſtly em- 
Pleyed, in order to ſubdue them: tllat if they 
had made Reſiſtance, they might have been 
killed; and if chey had been taken Priſoners, 
they might) have been puniſhed, "either with 
Death, or with Exile, or Impriſonment, as 
would have been moſt expedient for the Pub- 
Ack Welfare. But the Queſtion t I would 
ky is; Whether they might, in this caſe, 'have 
been juſtly Toy ture, aſtet the manner practiſed 
by the Popiſh Inquiſition? 1 preſume our Ob- 
jectors will anſwer in the negative: and their 
a  reaſor will be; that ſuch Tortures could not 
b hae been needful;\ either to the Safety of the 
Publick, or to that of private perſons ; ; and 

| \therefore they could not have been july uſed. 
Nowthis very thing we can full as wat fay with 
I, | Said to ach Ur eee of our Efabliſh- 
ment, to whatever "Extremi rie they proceed. 
4 Fi or our Ptinciple will en no farther Canfe- 


| Ae bels by the Objecidrs wil abe againf 
the BOP” © in * caſe like 2 25 which has 
7 Ahe 5 . been 


l 3 
been mentioned. 80 that we are, in reality, 
no more chargeable with the Cruelty Ly of ſuch 
Conſequences, than the Objectors are them- 
ſelves: which T humbly deſire ſome Gentlemen 
to remember, when they think of declaiming ' 
next upon this Subject. 8 | 

In anſwer to the ſecond Objection 2 
mentioned, 93 will not allow that a/l E/tabl, 72 
ments are equally rightful in themſelves... For 
in truth, and with reſþe& to God, no Perſon | 
or State can have a Right to protect or encou- 
rage Fa Jebood, or uſe any influencing Method 
againſt the Truth. A Prince who maintains 
the Teachers of Mahomediſm, or Popery, is 
unjuſtifiable f in ſo doing; and will be account- 
able for his Conduct to God the great Searcher 
of Hearts hereafter. But I do allow, that when 
a falſe Religion is aHually ePabliſhed, it is 
upon the ſame foot as if it was true, with ren 
gard to Men : that is to ſay, the Profeſſors of 
a Tue Religion have 20 right to uſe any for 
cible or illegal Methods to overthrow the falſe 
one. For the Tut of a Religion does not give 
it 8. Profeſſors any right 70 a Civil  Efabliſh- ö 
merit: : becauſe, k it be the Duty of 47 
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Men to promote the true Religion by all pro- 
per Methods in their power ; and conſeque ntly 
the Magiſtrate, in every Society, is obliged to 
provide for the Service of God, and the In- 
ſtruction of his People in a right way, that i is, 
to Habliſb the true Religion; yet God has left 
it to the private Judgment of the Magiſtrate, 
as well as to that of every other Perſon, zo de- 


termine for himſelf which 1s the true Religion : 5 


No other Man hath a Right to make the Ma- 
giftrate ſubmit to his 3 in this point: 
and therefore, ſuppoſing the Magiſtrate Errs, 
and eftaÞliſhas a falſe. Religion, he will indeed 
be accountable 20 God for that wrong Judg- 
ment, but he is not accountable 70 Mer; nor 
can they have a right to demand that he ſhould 
make a Civil Eftabliſhment in favour of that 
Religion which he diſapproves. For Civil E- 
molumemts, are, by the Conſtitution of all 
Societies, entruſted to the Diſpoſal of the gu- 
preme Magiſtrate, who has a right to judge 
upon what Perſons they may, moſt fitly,. be be- 
flow'd: and his Judgment, though it ſhould 
be: wrong, yet ought to be ſubmitted to by all 
Were Members of the * ſo far, as that 
2 > they 


( 715 ) 
they ought not to uſe any illegal or violent me- 
thods to oppoſe it: which if Chriſtians ſhould 
do, they may be as juſtly puniſhed by an Hea- 
then or Mahomedan Magiſtrate, as private Sub- 
jects of theſe latter Perſuaſions might be pu- 
niſned for the like Proceedings, in a Country 
where the Chriſtian Religion is Eſtabliſhed. In 
chis reſpect, I grant that all Eftabliſhed Roli. 
gions, whether they be true or - falſe, are upon 
an equal foot: And this conceſſion I do not 
take to be at all ab/urd, or of any weight a- 
gainſt our Reaſoning, but to be founded upon 
the viſible Weceſfſity there is for Civil Govern- | 
bent. in order to the welfare of Mankind. 
Tuts Government could not long PTY if 
any perſons, under pretence that their Religion, 
2s e the true one, ought to be Eftabliſhed, 
had a Rigbt to oppoſe, and endeavour by force 
able Methods to ſubvert the Eſtabliſhment, al- 
ready made by the publick Authority. This 
muſt be a ſource of perpetual, Cunfiſtms; 
which God cannot be ſuppoſed to allow. And 
therefore the Supreme Magiſtrate, in order to 
the maintenance of Peace in the Society, muſt 
have à Right to oblige all perſons to acquieſce 
Q 2 under 
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under. his Eſtabliſhment, and be contented with 
a ſafe Profeſſion and Exerciſe of their own 
Religion, thou Bl. without _ Civil ci: 
ments annexed. ,. 

Suck Profe 2 ion at "EHP ik EE n 
to be allowed to all perſons who are of a Reli- 


gion, that will be canſiſtent with the welfare of 
the Civil State; or will: not ow _ upon 


diſturbing it. Becauſe every Man hath a natu- 
ral Right to judęe for himfelf in matters of Re- 
ligion, and to HPractiſe accordingly. That 
Right, 2 if it wete always A duly and *peaceably 
exerted, could never hurt any Civil State: 


and therefore it ought not to be taken away, 


or in any wiſe abridged, ſuppoſing it is proba- 
1 be . exert bn 8 


in ſick: 4 way as to aiflurs the Givil Gotoh! 


ment, which is abſolutely. neceſſary to the wel- 


fare of Mankind, and therefore muſt in all E- 


vents\ he ſupported; then, even that Right w 
profeſling and exerciſing ſucba Religion is ſo 
far forſeited, and may be reſtrained; by by 
the age dat are e Gs a N 
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Ur ox this ground our Laws againſt the 
Papiſts are made, and may very well be juſti⸗ 
fied. "Their Religion is inconſfiſtem with, the 
welfare 22 our Civil  Gevernmentiz, and th Ere> 
fore ſome Penalties are. laid upon the EE 
of. it, and much greater on thoſe, who are per- 
verted an 1 
TRE caſe of. Proteſtant Diſfenters from our 

* — 1 Is indeed, very different. 4 They are 
well affected to the Civil & tate, confi idered by 
ſelf ; and may practiſe | their Religion, with; 
out, an difadvantage | to it. They ought 5 
fore to be, as they are, allowed A. free, Pro 7 
"on and, Exerciſe of i it. But as their aletion 
the Civil State, 1s A with, a ſettled 77 It 

Ag _ to.the e 1. © > s, tl chere is is. 3:4, very, Bit 
Pro bapility that if they were admitted, without 
any reſtraint, to Publick Offices of Truft, and 
Profi they would, be as 46/e, a8 thay would-be 
willing, tobyrtxhat Eftabliſhrment gehe Church, 
which js very conducive, to, the, Intesefh gl the. 
States, and as their Attempts, or Lnorvn Dilbos 
 fitions 2 this kind, would ooeatinn, Animaltics, 
hath bs and, Diſturbances) among. the Beople= 
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Five; Nan theſe Premiſes, the Conte quence is 
plain, chat Gut of a due regard and concern 
for the Publicł Welfare, the vehement Diffen- 
tets ma) y Juftly be reſtrained by any Fe means, 
from Ah Offices in the state. This is 
the firſt of the general points that 1 {propoſed 


to make appear. 
19 "IE Ws, other beit with which tar am concerned, 


Reſtraint is 4 77 upon Diffenters, ty obliging: all | 
Men ke Offices, to receive the Sacra” 8 
mie! ht irs Por Thee s-Supp der, according to the at 
Ulage of the Church of gland, f 18 4 Mo law: 
fal. The Objections againſt this method are, 
That it 83 the "Deſign of this kacred: In- | 
ftitüti , and berchet much Wi led In a | 
pin 455 7 In anſwer to "Which," ” . 
Gerne that Gur Laws apparently mean to te- 
quire that this Sicrament ſhould be at All times 
Spec itt Conrtiemoration of Chriſts Death, 
and With Sehitiments of heart "becomihg that 
Remembrance.” For they req quite it ſhould be 
ecke as otit Church enj Pins; "Whoſe Peel e 
e e Ferse ft er Läbe, 4, h 
all tlie other parts of Jon: gas confirmed 
FS. «1h $ 28 by 
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by the Act of Di farmity This Ac, which 
is now in force, was fo likewiſe at the time 
when the Teſt- Act paſſed, © And as" ſubſequent 
Laws muft be defigned to agree; in their'mean- 
ing and intent, with all thoſe precedent ones 
that are unrepealed ; the Teſt-Act therefore in 
requiring that all Perſons who take Publick 
Offices; thould receive the'Commrnion accord 
ing to the Uſage of the Church of England, 
mult be ſuppoſed to require that they ſhould q 
it with ſuch Diſpoſitions of heart as the Church 

expects from them. Now the Minifter who 
notifies the time of 2 Somme bog directed 
to acquaint the Congregation, & that he par- 
ce poſes to-adminifter to all fuch as ſhall be re. 
* ligiouſly and devoutly.di i/pifed, the moſt com- 
« fortable Sacrament of the Body and Blood 'of 
« Chriſt, to be by them ge in remem- 
« brance of his meritorious Croſs and Paſſion, 
« whereby alone we obtain Remiſſion of our 
Sins, and are made Partakers of the Kingdom 
5 « of Heaven. He is to exhort* them in | 
« the 'mean elde, to conſider the Dignity of 
, rn Holy N ge © and 8 Sm Peril of | 
* XII, XIV. Cbarls Il. gre 
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N utyrorthy receiving thereof: and fo to ſcarch 
and examine their own Conſciences, and that 
« not lightly, and after the manner of Diſſem- 
4 blers. with God, but ſo thiat they may come 
« holy and clean to ſuch an heavenly Feaſt. 
6 Therefore, ſays he, if any of your be a-Blaſ- 
« phemer of God, an Hinderer or Slanderer of 
& his Word, an Adulterer, or be in malice or 
c enyy, on n an other grievous crime; repent 
« you of your ſins, or eſſe come not to that. 555 
« Table,” ' Theſe paſſages ſhew how unjuſtly 
Mir, Chan ler '* has reproached out Church 
i with; - Encouraging. Infidels, .Heratichs, and 
6 Li bertines | into her Communion.” And as the 
meaning « of the Teſt-A& ought to be conſidered 
as agreeing in this point, with that of the 
Church 3 it is pl ain that this Law cannot juſtly 
be charged with. intending to require any thing 
contrary to the We or the Ra of: the Sa- 
crament., Bima nid gie ay! 
Nox can it * 15855 . 8 that 
the Act of receiving it on occaſion of a Civil or 
We Office, ** neeefarity raiſe any con- 
* 1991 527 pt 3 et bus TEN F E Vie x4 trary 


1m Vindication of a Paſſage A the Lord Biſhop 9 "Lon- 
don's ſecond Paſtoral Letter. Lond. 1734, p- 38. 
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trary Diſpoſitions of mind. For it is evidently 
PVolſible in the nature of the thing, that a Man 
who communicates on ſuch an account, may, 
notwithſtanding this, piouſly remember the 
Sufferings and Death of our bleſſed Saviour on 
our behalf; may have ſuitable movements of 
gratitude for them; may form reſolutions of 
obedience to his Laws; and may, in particular, 
from thence be difpald' to real affection for 
all Mankind: which Diſpoſitions our Lord 
deſigned ſhould be excited or preſerved, by 
this ſolemn Act in remembrance of his Death. 
Ix the Objectors will not allow this to be 


757 he, they muſt then maintain, that uo H 


ever did receive the Sacrament wortbily, _ 
he did it on occaſion of a publicl Office." 
this they will hardly preſume to affirm.” For 85 


they reflect on the Number, the Quality, and 
Characters, of the Perſons who have received it 
on ſuch occaſions, they will, I believe, find 


reaſon to grant that ſome in this number have 


done it worthily.. And ſuppoſing this granted,” 
in the Caſe of ſome perſons, it follows that tie 
legal obligation which men may be under to 


CODING at a W time, on a Civil 
Occa- 
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of the.thing, prevent any man from taking this 
15 ſacrament at, the lame: time, as he ought to do it 
ace: to Cbriſt: If this be true, then 
all Men have: it entirely in their power to com- 
municate worthily, notwithſtandin g they do it, 
pariiy on a civil Account: And admitting this, 
there is plainly no ground for ſaying © that the 
Saecrament is urned from it's original defign 
«to! a purpoſe againſt: it's own nature and 
end. For though indeed the Law obliges 
a Man, if he takes an Offiee, to communicate 
with the Church of England, and from his ſo 
doing, makes a concluſion; Which it app les tö 
2 Civil purpoſe; yet, as his Act of receiving 
the Sacrament may, at the ſame time, ectu- 
Ally ferue. all æbgſe purpgſes of Ragin, for 
which it s at firſt intended, it is evident; 
that the Sac ament is not, ee in _ 
degree herwertad dt abe. 8. AONEIZO 1 0 
VI . the Enemies of the Teſt· Ad are en 
in a&irmings that however poſſible it may be 
G wortbily upon taking an Office 
vet the gontnary is often Enown 0 be dune; and and 
Men axe guilty:of * fine upon ſuch o- 
0 | 
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caſions: which fans, though indeed they are 
principally chargeable on themſelves, yet are 
alſo to be juſtly charged on that Act: for with- 
out ſuch a Law, there could be no ſuch” wit= 
kedneſs; and therefore the Law is juſtly blame. 
able, becauſe it not only occaſions fin, but lays 
Men under temptations to it: which practioe is 
repugnant to Chriſtian Charity, and to thoſe 
expreſs; paſſages. of the Hoh Scriptures, that 
forbid us to lay Seumbling- -blocks, or occaſions 
o fall, in the way of our brethren. 
Ix order to anſwer this ObjeQion, which 
has indeed a greater a ce of weight than 
any other that lies againſt the Teſt; the firſt 
point to be determined, 1s, whether .a// Actions 
which, to other Perſons, will be Oteaſfons ot 
Temptations. to Sin, are, on chat account, un. 
lawful ? Our Objectors will. hardly maintain 
the affirmative, if they confider the practies of 
our. Saviour and his Apoſtles. For our, Ber 
himſelf in going to feſtival, Entertainimerits, 
greatly offended the ſcrupulous. Phariſees, and 
in ſome ſenſe, | occaſioned their finning, as de 
did, by throwing unjuſt 2 hg * upon Him. 

* Luke vii. 34. 3&1 | 
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Again, when he truſted what Money he had 


to Juda: Ifcariot, he knew that the cuſtody of 
it would tempt that ill. aw 1 Man to be a 


Thief, as he actually? was. And to mention 


a cafe that more nearly relates to the Sacrament 
of the Lord s- Supper, In the time of the 


Apoſtles a Feaft' of Charity was Joined to the 
Communion, before ot after it; in which the 


poorer ſort of Chriſtians were eribediimtd at the 


expence of the more wealthy. This might ve- 


ry eaſily temp ſome Perſons to come to the 


Communion chief or wholly with a ny 4 


partake of tlie Feaſt that went with it. 
have reaſon - to think it did ſo: for + Fogg 


came hungry, others got to be drunl there. 
Now in the caſes here mentioned, was - the 


Sin of the Phariſees, or that of Judas, charge- 


able, in any degree, upon our Saviour? Or 
were the 5 on account of the ir 


ful to be das D The former of theſe que- 


ſtions. needs! flo anſwer: and the latter may 
Ken be aphwered' in de negative. kor cen 
iI wv ioo 79 Hh LIVE " oy 
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tainly, if the Apoſtle had judged that thoſe 
Feaſts were unlawful, he would have /epprefſed 
tbæm; which was not done: for we find that 
they were commonly uſed * in the Church, for 
more than two. hundred Years. after our Saviour. 
From theſe Examples, and from the Nature of 
the thing it ſelf, it is ſufficiently evident that an 
Action may ſometimes be innocent and rights 
notwithſtanding that it lead other perſons into 
Sin. need do: alſo; readily, allow, that ill 


conſequences of this nature, may, in ſeveral 


caſes, make Actions unlawful that nh not 
be ſo if thoſe conſequences were away. 

- Oux: farther enquiry. therefore n — 40 
what caſes: an Action innocent indilferem it 
is oum Mature, becomes kid by it's being, 
to others, an Occaſſon of Sin. Now I humbly; 
_ conceive, that a general Rule in this/mattes-is, 
that fuch an Action will be unlaufi, whenever 
it is done _—_ a ſufficiently impontamt Cuiſe 
on the part of the Agent, ſo that it proceeds 
from a want of. due Charity: in him towards 


n whom. Toon Action wilh ee, Digi Ran 
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fon: ante Seripture agree in teaching us that 
Men are not born for themſelves only. We are 


Arangly obliged) 15 promote as fit ds we are 


the "Gove 
as well as 'onr own. And che lovers! theſe, 
whenever. it is of very great moment, ought to 
be purſuscb in preference tb, and in fome'thea- 
ſute at rbe expence of che latter; ſuppoſing 
that the Damage or Inconvenience that we ſhalt 
own Advantage; in order to previeiit a very great” 
Miſchief from coming upon others, eſpecially 
a Miſchief of a ſpiritual nature, is wanting in 
the Charity required by the Gõſpel: And a 
adam repugnant to this: WEI” muſt af. 


ways be unlawful. : AIMS) in (21900 ©! 
_ zi Fars Caſe is the: Subject: of che fourteenth 


Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romani. Sone 
als Cheiſtians were av that time in dan- 
ger to be offended; as led into Sin, by ſeeing 
| „ Meats, which though they 


ere indifferent in their own nature, and there- 
pay innocently eatable by thoſe who had no 
ſeruples ahout them, were, by the weak bre- 


(0 1 177 ) 
thick abated un land ful. 15 wig flate of. 
things,” Saint Paul, with regard to the ill ef. 
fects that would be pccafipned by « cating thoſe 
Mears, 1 termined. that even, the wnferupuloy | 
Ebriftians were obliged t to forhear them a 4 
"that to do otherwiſe Would be a Jin. n. ATI 


5 ground of which deciſion I take to have, been, 
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lucgnvenience to them elves, get orber Meats 


to {ubſil f upon, it would there! ore be; a want 


of £ 25 5 ul in them to eat this 4 hind of 
ears, ind by 5 doing lead thei NF 


n into Sin. But ker us ſupp po 


pulo oe 
| Coal not za ve 2 ined, from .  offenſo 
Mee eats, without very gre | or Nomage 70 2 
4 70 "the Publick.. fo, h 
Tow cloſely beſieg e 2 85 ether but * Horſe 
ff 8 eme e by. che weak Chri- 
| „ had been procurable; : and at. the fame 
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>; the Conftitutions of; the aun ſerupulous 
5 1 * FTE 15 the More in number, 


had been ſuch as would have e ſuffered extremely. 


a hex were allowed to cat [ame Lind of 
| Flop. W ould a hundred Chriſtians of this lat- 


ib Potency rr 


nce, that in LY 


1 
ter "wh haye be en. obliged to abſtain from eat 
ing that Fleſh, and ſo ruin their 5 6 7 
great moment. to the Publi ck, merely to avoid 
offending a few ſuch weak and ilLjudging bre- 
thren? I think this will 155 ally be ſaid, or 
at leaft not made good. 


I will put another = to the Ep 5 5 
that may fall in more with common lite. her 


is © One e who has Ton ewhat of m mine | in n his 11 0 


. 
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5 the Gee in 128 Power, 
1 iniquitous 7 advantage of 
: by. doing Which, againſt my 
Fi — 88 . would probably be Suilty of x ma- 
ny Sins. I grant t that ir Tuch, a ct 
7 only a "concerned, I ſhould be c 
forheat, Either Weid at La , or Mig "a 
; other method, that would probably put this Mas 4 
pon ' fnning , for a. 120 85 of 20 great moment 


© Welk. But Will an one ay, that T ſhould 


IF be ander the Ein buen of for ne, if 
1 An Effate 97 K eat 5 alle and 1 70 ne, 
1 and to m e were thus in queſtion 
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I nnſt fer much by fo doing, a regard to 
myſelf then juffly takes place of my concern 


for: bim. This is the determination of Gro. 


tins in the caſt. 366 We cannot avoid all 


_ < things; Hays he, that may occaſion other Men 
< to fan: but thoſe things we are obliged to 
+ avoid, which we. are not put upon, either by 


& necefpty, or any a 5 en | 
| moment.] bog: 221 1 


AN. if this, rule holds in private aa it 
may undoubtedly be followed in thoſe that re- 


| Iate to the Iarereſt of the Bublicl. For uns 
left this were n no Civil Societies could 


Gd de made for the! Publick Wan e s 


might not prove Occaſom of Sin to ſome Perſons: 


Perſons, aur 
* Amor. ad XIV. Rom. verſ. 1 84 KC Occaſunet om- 


5 . Laffuwn vitare nom:poſſumus;: ſedwitan>" 
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by tween us N. undouhtedly I ſhould not. Ledig 
though Charity mày oblige! me to prevent any F 
hurt to in Neighbour, as far as Tea do it 
 withait greut damage to fnyſelf; yet when 


or other. And therefore the Intereſt of all ſuen 
fonably offended, ſpecially of thoſe 
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Ty 
who fin, not from error, but preſumptuouſly 
againſt the clear Light of their Conſciences 
may juſtly be made to give way to the Safety 
or Intereſt of the Publick. Upon this Principle 
divers of our Laws are continued in force, 
which yet are known to be Occafions or Temp- 
tations to much wickedneſs. For inſtance, the 
Laws which lay ſo high Cuſtoms upon ſeveral 
Commodities, occaſſon and tempt Men to the 
practice of importing them in a clandeſtine 
way without paying the Cuſtom. The Laws 
wWdich oblige Men to take Oazhs upon the Entry 5 
of Goods at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and in man 
| other caſes of the like nature, do often tempt 
A them to. Perjuries; which would doubtleſs be: 
; prevented, in a great degree, if there were no 
ſuch Laws. But becauſe the Intereſt of the 
Publick requires them, they may very well be 5 
ju ed, as even our Diſſenters, I think, will 
allow. And by a nf evident Parity of Rea- 
ſon, tlie Corporation and Teſt-Acts may equally 
be. juſtified, italics ill Conſequences follow 
upon them, with regard to thoſe, who. an- 
worthily 1 receive: the Sacrament of the Lord 3 
Supper, on account of Offices in the State. . 
= f . How- 
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 Howzvezn, I do very freely W 
that if any other method could be found out, 
not liable to theſe ill conſequences, and egually 
ectual to ſecure the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church of England, from the attempts of thoſe 
who are ill diſpoſed to it, our Legiſlators would 
be obliged, in regard to the Spiritual Intereſt 
of ſome of our Fellow - Subjects, to prefer ſuen 
a Method to that of the Sacramental Teft. 
And I believe that whenever ſuch a method 
ſhall- be propoſed, it will readily be purſued 
by our Superiors in the State, without any diſ- 
ke on the part of thoſe in the Church. In: 
deed if we judge from the publick Acts, and 
well-known Temper of moſt of her Clergy, the 
Diſpoſition of the Church of England towards 
the Diſſenters, appears to be truly moderate 
and chriſtian. She is very willing they ſhould 
enjoy all that Liberty of Profeſſion and n. 
Hip which they think needful to their Spiritual 
Welfare. She heartily wiſhes they may uſe it 
fo, as to find and embrace the Truth in Love: 
and if they do not, ſhe commends them ſtill 
to the Mercy of God, and prays that He will 


. e d * to their 1 But with 
8 2 © 3 . this 
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ſering by their Prejudices againſt Her: She 


532 f 

this Chriffian Charity, ſhe\has, as ſhe ouphit to 
| have, a proper mixture of Chriftion Prudence; 
ſo muck as is needful to guard herſelf from fag. 


cannot but fear what might be; at proper con 


take offence at the Colbur and Shape of à de- 


cent Veſtment, ot at a Poſtürt of the Body e 


pt!teſſive of fitting Humility: a and Reverenee' in 
the Worſhip of God. She has found by e 


tience, that they who have Arai ned at things 


of this '{orty have made no ſeruple to ſauullo 
het Revenues, and lay waſte her Sanctuaries: 
She only deſires to be ſbeured againſt” ſuck VU. 


ige in the time to come: and to be maintained 


upon chat bottom, which is neceflaty to pre- 
vyentsSrrife and Confuſion, and” thereby to pre- 


Herve to all Parties à full and well regulated 


Eiberty of Religion. Tom this purpoſe, the wi- 


= ſeſt Men of all ages have been ſetrfible;” thar an 
| 5 Eftablifhment-of ſome Religion. 18 neeefſary » — 
_ andthe Church of England having been planted! 


_ from the beginnings of the Reformation, and 
having hitherto brought forth much good fruit,! 
des the Honor of God, and the Welfare 6fl this 
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